
Baden Powel Humanities Topic Overview 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Toys  (Changes within 
living memory) 
Toys today  
Different toys for 
different age groups  
What toys would 
grandparents have 
had?  
How do we know these 
toys are older than 
ours?  
Who would have played 
with these toys? 
Setting up a toy 
museum  

Our School 
Understand where live 
in the local area  
Describe classroom  
Use aerial 
photographs of local 
area  
Locate school in local 
area  
Observe local area  
Draw a simple map  
Know four points of 
compass 
Recognise simple map 
symbols  

Seaside (Changes over 
time) 
Going to the seaside 
100 years ago. 
What to do at the 
seaside 100 years ago?  
How do we know what 
happened at the 
seaside 100 years ago? 
Why do we go to the 
seaside? 
What had changed over 
the 100 years? 
Which would you 
prefer then or now? 

Our Country 
Know difference 
between town and 
countryside  
The countries of 
the UK 
Use a map or atlas 
to locate countries  
Know what an 
aerial view shows  
Know key features 
of countries of the 
UK 
Know key features 
of London 
Compare and 
contrast Brasilia 
and London  

Mary Seacole 
(Significant 
people in 
history) 
Why is Mary 
Seacole famous? 
The most 
important 
moments in 
Mary’s life 
How do we 
know her work 
during the 
Crimean War 
was important? 
How did her life 
changes after 
the Crimean 
War? 
Why was Mary 
Special? 
Why doesn’t 
everyone agree 
she should have 
a statue? 

Beside the Seaside 
Use maps to find 
seaside locations  
Use key vocabulary to 
describe seaside 
locations  
Know seaside towns 
were like in the past 
Hot and cold locations 
in the world  
What an island is  
The four countries of 
the UK 
 

Endpoints How do we know if 
something is old? 

The world around us in 
our local community. 

How seaside holidays 
have changed over time 

What are the 
features of the 
country and city I 
live in? 

Why is Mary 
Seacole a 
significant 
person in 
history? 

Know the features of a 
seaside town 

Themes  Change through time 
Similar and different 

Local Area 
Maps  
Symbols 

Changes over time 
Similar and different  
Evidence from the past  

Country and 
Continent  
Compare and 

Change over 
time 
Significant 

Costal locations  
Human and physical 
geography  



Human Geography 
Localities 
Regions  

contrast  
Human and 
physical geography  
Compare and 
Contrast 
Map skills 
Seas and oceans 
Regions and 
localities  

people  
How opinions in 
history can 
differ 
Chronology  

Map skills  
Compare and contrast 
Geographical features  
Seas and oceans  
Regions and localities  

Previous 
Learning  

 The Natural World (R)  The Natural World 
(R) 
Our School (Y1) 

 The four countries of 
the UK (Y1) 

Year 2 Remembrance Day and 
Bonfire Night (Events 
Beyond Living 
Memory) 
What is memory? 
Why do we wear 
poppies? 
What happens on 
Remembrance Day? 
How are the war dead 
remembered? 
What did Guy Fawkes 
do? 
Why do we burn a 
representation of Guy 
Fawkes on Bonfire 
Night? 
What went wrong with 
the plot? 
 

Magical Mapping 
Devise and construct 
simple maps  
Use simple compass 
directions  
Use an atlas  
Sketch a simple map  
Use aerial 
photographs  
Know physical features  
Name the continents  
  

Caxton and Bell  
What Caxton did and 
the impact today. 
The change in how 
books are made 
Why should we 
remember Caxton? 
What Bell did and the 
impact on today? 
How did Bell make a 
telephone work? 
How has the telephone 
improved and changed 
since the time of Bell? 

Sensational Safari 
/Kenya 
Where is Kenya 
Life in Kenya  
National Parks  
Wildlife  
The Maasai  
Compare and 
contrast 
 

The Great Fire 
of London 
How did the fire 
start and how 
do we know? 
Chronology of 
the Fire 
The impact of 
the fire  
Why the fire was 
so devastating  
Could the 
spread of the 
fire have been 
stopped  
How people 
survived the fire  
Life after the fire  
Rebuilding 
London  

What a Wonderful 
World 
Continents and 
Oceans  
Features of the 
continents  
Journey around the 
world  
Hot and cold climates  
Europe  
Landmarks and 
physical features  

Endpoints How and why do we 
remember significant 
points from the past? 

How can I use a map 
to reach a location? 

The impact that 
inventions have on the 
world today. 

What is Kenya 
like? 
  

How did the 
great fire of 
London change 

This is the world we 
live in 



the city we live 
in? 

Themes  Change through time 
Chronology  
Significant events  
Primary and Secondary 
Sources  

Maps  
Symbols  
Country and continent  
Map Skills  
 

Significant people  
Significant events  
Chronology  
Changes over time 
Similar and different  

Maps and symbols  
Physical geography  
Human geography 
Compare and 
contrast  
Map skills   
 

Significant 
events  
Chronology  
Changes over 
time  
Primary and 
Secondary 
Sources 

Maps and Symbols  
Physical Geography  
Country and 
continents  
 

Previous 
Learning  

Mary Seacole  
 

Our school 
Our Country  
 

Mary Seacole  
 

Beside the seaside  Seasides Our school  
Our Country  
 

Year 3 Ancient Egypt 
How can we discover 
what ancient Egypt was 
like? 
Sources of evidence 
that have survived 
How were the sources 
of evidence discovered  
The secrets revealed by 
the pyramids  
Everyday life  
Beliefs about life after 
death  
Similarities and 
differences with other 
civilizations  
 

Rainforests 
What are the 
rainforests  
Rainforest climate  
Layers of the 
rainforest  
Life in the rainforest  
The Amazon 
Protecting the 
rainforests  

Stone Age & Iron Age 
Stone Age Man – 
Hunter and survivor 
Impact of Farming  
Study of Skara Brae 
Why guild Stonehenge? 
Changes in the Iron Age  
The Maiden Castle 
Mystery 

Land Use UK 
Map Sketching 
Using a key  
Surveying land use  
How land is used 
across the UK  
Farming  
 
 

Local Area 
Study 
How has the 
local area 
changed over 
200 years 
Changes that 
impacted on the 
local area  
Change from 
rural to urban  
Viewpoints 
about the 
changes  
Population 
changes  
Changes to daily 
lives   

Extreme Earth 
The layers of the Earth  
How volcanoes are 
formed  
How earthquakes are 
caused  
What causes Tsunamis  
What causes 
tornadoes  

Endpoints What was life like in 
Ancient Egypt? 

What are the 
rainforests and where 
are they? 

How do we know so 
much about the Stone 
Age and Iron Age  

How is land used in 
the UK? 

How has the 
local are 
changed in the 
past 200 years  

The threats that are 
prevalent within the 
natural environment  



Themes  Civilisations  
Everyday Life  
Religious Beliefs 
Chronology  
Primary and secondary 
sources  
Similar and different  

Maps and symbols  
Physical geography  
Country and 
continents 
Conservation  

Civilisations  
Chronology  
Similar and different  
Continuity and change  
Primary and secondary 
sources  
Everyday life  
 

Mappings and 
Symbols  
Physical 
Geography  
Human Geography 
Compare and 
contrast   
Regions and 
localities  

Similar and 
different  
Continuity and 
change  
Everyday life  
Chronology  
Primary and 
secondary 
sources  

Physical Geography  
 

Previous 
Learning  

Poppy Day and Bonfire 
Night 
Great Fire of London 
Seaside 

What a wonderful 
World  
Magical Mapping  

Seaside  
The Great Fire of 
London  

Our school 
Our country  
Beside the seaside  
Magical mapping  
 

Stone Age and 
Iron Age  
Seaside  
The Great Fire of 
London 

What a wonderful 
world  

Year 4 Romans 
Growth of the Empire  
Invading Britain 
Boudicca 
Roman Army  
Roman Citizens – 
status, wealth and 
lifestyle 
The fall or Rome  
Roman Legacies   

All Around the World 
Know where the 
equator, North Pole 
and South Pole are.  
Know what the 
Northern Hemisphere 
and Southern 
Hemisphere are 
Know what longitude 
and latitude are.  
Be able to use 
longitude and latitude 
lines to find places and 
locations.  
Know the key features 
of the polar regions 
and compare these to 
the UK.  
Know the climate of 
the Tropics and 
compare this to the 

Saxons and Vikings 
(Being Reviewed) 

What is it like in 
Whitby? 
Know where 
Whitby is located 
and its major 
features.  
Know the physical 
features of 
Whitby. 
Know how the 
major land use 
features of 
Whitby. 
Compare Whitby 
with local area for 
similarities and 
differences.  

Ancient Greece  
How do we so 
much about 
Ancient Greece 
Primary sources 
as evidence of 
everyday life  
The strength of 
Athens  
Athenian 
Democracy 
Olympic Games   
 

Somewhere to Settle 
What did early settlers 
need? 
Why do settlements 
develop in certain 
locations? 
I can use maps to 
identify early 
settlements. 
How land is used in 
different settlements.  
How does transport 
link settlements. 
Know the human 
geography that allows 
settlements to 
flourish. 
Economic, trade links, 
energy supply, natural 
resource supply, food 
supply, land use. 



UK.  
To know the 
significance of the 
Prime (Greenwich) 
Meriden Line.  
Know the position of 
the Prime Meriden 
Line.  
Know the world has 
different time zones.  
Be able to explain why 
the world has different 
time zones.  

Endpoints What impact did the 
roman empire have on 
Britain then and now  

Locate and describe 
key locations 
Use more complex 
maps 

 The key human 
and physical 
features of a 
seaside town. 
Compare and 
contrast land use 
with a seaside 
town and Hackney. 

What is the 
legacy of the 
Ancient Greeks? 

What settlers need to 
survive and thrive?  

Themes  Civilizations  
Empires  
Invaders and Settlers 
Everyday life  
Change and continuity  
Impacts on today  
Chronology  
Similar and different  
Primary and secondary 
sources  

Geographical features  
Map skills  
Countries  
Continents  
Seas and oceans  
Climate 
Environment  
Regions  

 Geographical 
features  
Compare and 
contrast  
Seas and oceans  
Regions  
Localities  
Map skills  

Civilizations  
Empires  
Everyday life  
Primary and 
secondary 
sources  
Chronology  
Impact on 
modern world  

Geographical features  
Sustainability  
Economic geography  
Map skills  
Rivers  
Regions and localities  
 

Previous 
Learning  

Stone Age and Iron Age  
Ancient Egypt  
Somewhere to settle 
(Geography) 

   Roman Empire  
Ancient Egypt  
Modern Europe 
(Geography) 

 



  

Year 5 Maya 
Why study this period 
in history 
How did the Maya 
adapt to their 
environment  
Everyday life in Mayan 
society  
How do we know what 
Mayan society was like 
Religious beliefs  
Why did the Empire 
end  

Eastern Europe 
Can identify the 
countries and capital 
cities of Eastern 
Europe.  
Can compare features 
of Eastern European 
landscapes with own 
area.  
Can compare the 
human geography of 
Eastern Europe with 
own area.  
Can present 
information on 
selected region or 
country of Eastern 
Europe.  
Can explain the impact 
that the Chernobyl 
disaster had on 
Eastern Europe.  

Benin Society  
Why study this topic  
What was Benin like 
and how do we know  
Benin Society  
Changes from European 
Influence  
The impact of British 
involvement  
Ethical issues in 
artefacts  
 
 

Energy and the 
Environment  
Can explain what 
settlers need.  
Can explain how 
electricity is 
generated. 
Can explain the 
main regions of 
the UK where 
electricity is 
generated.  
Can explain what 
renewable sources 
of energy are.  
Can explain where 
our food comes 
from.  
Can use maps to 
calculate food 
miles.  
Understand the 
importance of 
conserving food, 
water and energy.  
Understand the 
access to 
resources varies in 
different countries.  

Crime and 
Punishment  
How where 
criminals 
punished in the 
past 
What does the 
legend of Robin 
Hood tell us 
about medieval 
justice 
Changes in 
crime and 
punishment 
between 1500 
and 1750 
Changes to 
crime and 
punishment in 
the 18th Century  
Changes to 
crime and 
punishment in 
the 19th Century 
Why did change 
occur in the 19th 
Century 
Catching and 
punishing 
criminals in the 
last hundred 
years – change 
and continuity  
  

Mountains 
Use a map to 
countries and their 
physical features.  
Locate key mountain 
ranges around the 
world.  
Locate the key 
mountain ranges in 
the UK. 
Use a map to describe 
key features of a 
mountain. 
Can describe key 
features of a 
mountain range.  
Can explain how 
different types of 
mountains are 
formed.  
Can describe a 
mountain climate.  
Can describe how 
tourism affects 
mountain regions.  



Endpoints Why were the Mays so 
successful? 

Similarities and 
differences between 
the place we live and a 
place in Eastern 
Europe 

What happened to 
Benin? 

Threats to Humans 
around the world 

Has Justice been 
Fair? 

What and where are 
mountain ranges. 
How humans adapt to 
living in a mountain 
environment.  

Themes  Civilizations  
Empire 
Chronology  
Primary and secondary 
sources  
Everyday life  
Similarities and 
differences  
Continuity and change  

Human geography 
Physical Geography  
Map Skills  
Countries and 
Continents 
Compare and contrast  
Regions and localities  

Civilisations  
Chronology  
Similar and Different  
Primary and secondary 
sources 
Continuity and change  
 

Resources  
Human geography  
Physical 
Geography  
Sustainability  
Conservation  
Equality  
Human impact  
Geographical 
features  

Civilisations  
Chronology  
Everyday lives  
Continuity and 
change  
Similar and 
different  
Primary and 
secondary 
sources  
 

Map Skills  
Adapting to 
environments 
Human Impact  
Climates 
Geographical features  

Previous 
Learning  

Ancient Egypt  
Rome  
Ancient Greece  

Our School 
Our country  
What a wonderful 
world  
All around the world  

Ancient Egypt  
Rome  
Ancient Greece 
Maya  

Somewhere to 
settle  
 

 Our School 
Our country  
What a wonderful 
world  
All around the world 
Extreme Earth  

Year 6 WWII 
Road to war  
Evacuation  
Standing firm  
Everyday life  
Difficulties in assessing 
everyday life  
VE day fact and fiction 
 

Trade and Economics 
What do we trade  
Who do we trade with 
Trading with El 
Salvador 
Fair Trade  
The Global Economy  
How has trading 
changed  
 

Black and British  
How to tell the story of 
the first Black people in 
Britain 
What was the role of 
Black people in Tudor 
Society  
How did the slave trade 
impact on Black people 
in Britain  
Black peoples roles in 
World War One and 
World War Two  

The Amazing 
Americas  
Countries and 
Capitals of North 
and South America  
Characteristics of 
different locations 
across the 
Americas  
Climates and 
biomes of different 
regions in The 
Americas  

SATS Our Changing World / 
Migration and the 
impact on our local 
community 
 
Why Move to Hackney  
Experiences of 
everyday life  
Who have settled in 
Hackney in the past 
and the present  
The contribution of 
immigration to 



Windrush to Notting 
Hill  
Changes to everyday 
life in the last sixty 
years   
 

Human and 
physical 
geographical 
features of the 
local area  
Compare and 
contrast local area 
with area from the 
Americas  
The wonders of 
the Ancient and 
the Modern World   

Hackney  
 

Endpoints What was it like to live 
through World War 
Two  

 How has life changed 
for Black people since 
they first came to the 
UK? 

The similarities 
and differences 
between a location 
in the Americas 
and the local area.  

 How has migration 
changed hackney  

Themes  Chronology  
Primary and secondary 
sources  
Empires  
Continuity and change  

Compare and contrast  
Human geography  
Physical geography  
Resources  
Countries and 
continents  
 

Chronology  
Primary and secondary 
sources  
Empires  
Everyday life  
Continuity and change  

Countries and 
continents  
Human geography  
Physical geography  
Compare and 
contrast  
Climates  
Conservation  
Mapping and 
symbols  

 Empire  
Chronology  
Everyday life  
Continuity and change  

Previous 
Learning  

 Settlements  
Land use  
Energy and the 
environment  
Compare and contrast  
 

World War Two  
Somewhere to Settle  

Eastern Europe  
All around the 
world  
Land Use UK  
Local Area Study  
What a wonderful 
world  
Magical mapping  

 Black and British  
Somewhere to settle  
Black and British  



 

• Front Cover with images and key vocab. 

• Rubric at the start of each topic. 

• KL grid. 

• End of block assessment project.  

 


