
Baden Powell School History Endpoints  

Year One Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End Points  How do we know if something is old or 

modern? (Changes within living memory) 
How have seaside holidays changed over 
time? (Changes over time) 

Who was Mary Seacole and why do we 
remember her? (Significant historical person 
in own locality) 

Topic  Toys Seaside Mary Seacole  
End Points  Develop an understanding of the terms same and 

different and begin to use them appropriately. 
Start to distinguish between old and new. 
Sort artefacts by colour, shape and material. 
Generate questions starting ‘Is it...’ using 
adjectives as well as nouns. 
Begin to understand the concept of time. 
Begin to be able to describe changes across two 
generations. 
Carry out a simple survey posing relevant 
questions. 
Think of different types of evidence they might use 
to explore a question. 
Use language such as, ‘They used to be like’, 
‘When my Nan was a girl’, 60 years ago. 
Use appropriate language to talk about the past. 
 
Understand that toys change as children get older. 
Match toys to children of the right age. 
Give reasons why an obviously old toy is old, 
focusing on signs of wear and material, possibly 
design too. 
Explain why a toy is old using at least 3 criteria 
Confidently communicate their understanding of 
old toys and who would have played with it 

Analyse series of paintings to spot period detail. 
Make simple deductions from photographs and 
paintings. 
Recognise that the past can be divided into 
different periods  
Understand that things change over time but some 
things stay the same. 
Devise a questionnaire, asking relevant questions. 
Input simple data into a database and create 
simple graphs. 
Draw basic conclusions from graphs 
Give appropriate reasons for their choices. 
 
Identify key period features of seaside holidays. 
Notice similarities and differences between seaside 
holidays now and then. 
Begin to use period specific words such as pier, 
promenade, parasol. 
Understand that reasons for going on holiday today 
are different from 100 years ago and give 2 valid 
reasons why Victorians flocked to the seaside. 
Recognise differences in clothing, beach activities, 
method of travel and destinations. 
Use a graph to draw conclusions about the most 
popular holidays in the past. 
Talk with confidence about the differences between 
holidays now and then. 
Recognise the disadvantages of ‘olden days’ 
holidays as well as modern holidays. 
 

Draw conclusions from simple visual clues, such 
as a portrait, paintings and a plaque. 
Begin to sequence events. 
Evaluate a short film drawing on their knowledge. 
Begin to use sources to find evidence to support 
statements. 
Rank arguments in terms of how convincing them 
seem and use their ranking when putting forward 
an argument 
 
Know when and where Mary was born and lived. 
Understand how Mary helped soldiers during the 
Crimean war. 
Explain how people reacted to Mary at different 
times in her life. 
Find evidence to support statements made about 
Mary. 
Understand how life changed for Mary after she 
returned from the Crimean war. 
List ways which William Russell (The Times) did to 
help Mary.  
List at least 3 adjectives to describe Mary’s 
distinctive character 
Give reasons why Mary deserves to be remembered. 
Compare Mary Seacole actions to those of Florence 
Nightingale. 

  



Year Two Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End Points  How do we remember significant events from 

the past? (Events beyond living memory) 
What impact can inventions have on the 
world? (Significant people) 

How did the Great Fire of London change the 
city where we live? (Events in own locality) 

Topic  Remembrance day and Bonfire Night Caxton and Bell The Great Fire of London 
End Points Understand that there are many ways that 

we remember things. 
Know that sometimes events/people are 
memorialised. 
Understand that the decision about who or 
what is memorialised isn’t always fair. 
Evaluate the actions of a person from the 
past. 
Retell a complicated story in a simple, 
structured way, using time words. 
Use knowledge to draw simple conclusions. 
Locate events on a timeline. 
Make deductions from photographs, going 
beyond the literal and what can be seen. 
 
Understand that between the 15th and 16th 
century England swung between being 
Protestant and Catholic. 
Understand the impact of the changes of 
religion on some people. 
Explain the reasons behind Guy Fawkes’ desire 
to rebel against the king. 
Understand what it was like for soldiers 
during WW1. 
Explain why people felt it was so important to 
remember those who fought in the war. 
Give a consequence of an event like 
Remembrance Day. 
Understand that Remembrance Day is 
commemorated in other countries in the 
world. 
Compare how we commemorate Remembrance 
Day to how others do. 
 

Make deductions based on visual clues.  
Distinguish between significant and not very 
important actions 
Begin to use new vocabulary connected with 
the passage of time e.g. Hundreds of year ago 
Explain what some of the key consequences 
of significant inventions are. 
 
Sequence key events in Caxton’s life  
Explore what forms of communication existed 
before the printed word and to place these in 
rough chronological order 
Understand the true ground-breaking nature 
of Caxton’s invention and to understand why 
he is still commemorated today.  
Establish key events Caxton’s life within a 
simple chronological framework of other 
historical periods known to pupils. 
Know how books were made before the 15thc 
and discuss the pros and cons of this method. 
Explain the various processes involved in 
Caxton’s new printing presses. 
List Caxton’s achievements and can single out 
the key one. 
Understand the key formative aspects of Bell’s 
life. 
Suggest several reasons why Bell was 
motivated to discover the telephone. 
Understand how pioneering the invention of 
the telephone was. 
Explain the different ways in which the 
telephone has transformed our lives. 
 
 
 
 

Raise valid questions relevant to the enquiry 
Extract and combine information from 
sources. 
Make deductions from maps  
Describe change over time using temporal 
connectives such as next, the day after, a few 
days later etc 
 
Know when, where and how the fire started. 
Sequence the main events of the fire in 
chronological order. 
Identify at least 4 reasons why so many 
houses were burnt down during the Great Fire.  
Explain which factors had the greatest impact 
on the fire.  
Understand that there was initial hesitation 
around putting out the fire. 
Understand that most citizens were then more 
concerned about saving their belongings than 
putting out the fire. 
Know that the Mayor Thomas Bludworth was 
scapegoated. 
understand that there was little government 
help available for survivors of the fire. 
Know that most survivors set up camp outside 
the city in tented fields. 
Know that a relief fund was set up and know 
that the king set up markets to provide food 
Empathise with the plight of the homeless and 
appreciate the differences between aid 
available then compared with national 
disasters today. 
Understand how London was rebuilt after the 
fire to try to reduce the risk of another fire of 
that size. 

  



Year Three  Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End points  What was life like in Ancient Egypt? How do we know so much about life in the 

Stone age and Iron age? 
How has our local area changed in the last 200 
years? (Local area study) 

Topic  Ancient Egypt Stone age to iron age Local area study 
End Points Make deductions from map evidence. 

Make deductions from artefacts and images found in 
tombs. 
Make deductions from ancient writing. 
Make comparisons between different ancient civilizations. 
Independently generate valid historical questions. 
Be selective in the choice of material used to answer 
questions. 
 
Locate Ancient Egypt in time and place and mention at least 
3 or 4 iconic features of Ancient Egyptian civilisation. 
Locate the Nile valley on a world map. 
Understand and explain the importance of the Nile and 
significance (water for crops but also fertile soil, mud for 
bricks and pots, fishing, papyrus reeds and a key means of 
transport. 
). 
Know that water was stored in canals and ditches 
Explain why pyramids, graveyards and other important 
monuments we can see today were sited on the desert’s 
edge.  
Explain why pyramids were built. 
Use a range of clues to come to an independent conclusion 
as to who built them. 
Understand that Ancient Egyptians wrote in hieroglyphics 
and these need to be deciphered before we can fully 
understand the society. 
Understand that Ancient Egyptian society was very 
hierarchical. 
Explain the roles of men and women in society. 
Understand the importance of the mumification process 
and how it links to Ancient Egyptian beliefs about the 
afterlife. 
Understand how the Book of the Dead helped 
archaeologists understand Ancient Egyptian beliefs about 
the afterlife. 
Understand the importance of maat, creation myths and the 
role of gods and goddesses. 
Compare Ancient Egyptian civilization to the three other 
major civilizations at the time (Indus Valley, Sumer, Shang 
dynasty 

Use precise language such as Neolithic. 
Make deductions about way of life by studying evidence of 
buildings left behind 
Speculate as to likely use of objects and artifacts and come 
to a reasoned judgement using evidence. 
Use provisional and tentative language (might have, 
perhaps, possibly, maybe etc.). 
Draw inferences from archaeological finds. Explain how 
artists’ impressions are created from fragments of finds. 
Use contextual knowledge to generate speculations. 
Reach a conclusion and substantiate their judgement using 
at least one piece of evidence. 
Weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of different 
historical theories. 
 
 
Understand that Britain was once covered in ice.  
Know that the earliest settlers were hunter-gatherers and 
lived in caves.  
Make deductions about lifestyle of Stone Age man from 
images.  
Give at least 2 reasons to suggest Stone Age man was 
interested in art and ceremonials. 
Locate the move to farming on a simple timeline.  
Understand that hunter-gatherers were living alongside 
early farmers about 5,000 years ago. 
Explain the impact of farming. 
Understand that the discovery of Skara Brae was quite 
recent and that changed our view of early communities 
about 10,000 years ago.  
Understand that Stonehenge was built about 5,000 years 
ago, in stages.  
Explain how Stonehenge was built and that it was one of 
many similar constructions from that time.  
List 2 or 3 characteristics of life in an Iron Age hill fort 
community.  
 
 

Understand the similarities and differences in over time. 
Understand how to use evidence to make historical claims. 
Can use words which mark the passing of time 
e.g. moving from simple ‘before and after’ to 
use words such as during or while 
Uses more sophisticated time markers within, 
as well as between periods 
know that not everyone in the past lived in 
the same way. 
Understand that events have more than one 
cause  
make simple deductions about what an 
artifact (e.g. map, newspaper report, photo, 
eyewitness account) means based on what is 
included. 
 
 
 
 
Explain how the area around our school has changed since 
the 1800s. 
Use historical maps to draw conclusions about the local 
area. 
Talk about which changes were significant to the area and 
what impact they had e.g. building Leabridge Road. 
Consider whether everyone had the same view on the 
changes to the local area. 
Explain some of reasons why Clapton Pond changed from 
being a rural area to an urban area. 
Explain how the lifestyles of the people living in Lower 
Clapton might have changed through different time periods. 
 

  



Year Four Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End points  What impact did the Roman invasion have on 

life in Britain then and now? 
Why do we call the Anglosaxons settlers and 
the Vikings invaders? 

What legacy have the Ancient Greeks left 
behind? 

Topic  Romans  Ancient Greece 
End Points Understand that key historical figures can be interpreted in 

different ways and explain why this is the case. 
Understand that interpretations of events and figures are 
can change based on the discovery of new evidence. 
Find and rank reasons for their opinions based on 
importance. 
Critique evidence.  
Discuss the type of evidence that can be found from this 
time period and evaluate it for reliability.  
Ask and answer questions to structure an enquiry. 
 
Understand the size and timescale of the Roman Empire. 
Explain why Claudius wanted to invade Britain. 
Understand how those who lived in Britain might have felt 
when the Roman’s invaded. 
Understand personal motivation of Boudica and can link to 
actions taken by Romans. 
Understand why the Roman army were so strong. 
Understand the different lifestyles of Roman citizens 
depending on their social status and wealth. 
Give possible reasons for the end of the Roman Empire. 
Describe the legacies left by the Romans and their 
importance now. 
 
 

Ask high-quality historical questions. 
Locate key periods on a timeline, showing how they 
overlap.  
Know that it was not until 8thC that word English was used 
to describe people of South Britain. 
Give few simple reasons why different people invaded the 
UK  
Classify reasons for invasion into push and pull factors. 
Understand that history can be abused in interests of a 
good story/headline/stereotype 
Understand that lack of sources can distort our view of the 
past. 
Understand that some historians’ interpretations can give 
too positive a view of a person in history if they use 
sources uncritically. 
 
Understand that by end of 4th C, even before Roman troops 
left, there were invaders:  
Understand where Angles, Saxons, Jutes came from.  
Compare the motivations of Saxons to invade to those of 
Romans.  
Identify three stereotypical features of the Vikings from 
today’s media coverage and popular perceptions.  
Know where the Vikings came from and why they attacked. 
Know that the Vikings were a real threat from the sea. 
Locate the Vikings in time in relation to the Romans and 
Saxons. 
Understand that the initial period of raiding shows just one 
short period of Viking contact with Britain that lasted nearly 
3 centuries from 789 to 1066 
Understand how the Vikings gained their reputation. 
Distinguish between a Saxon and Viking account of the 
same event. 
Understand that most negative accounts of the Vikings 
come from period when they were raiding  
Understand the importance of the Danelaw as an area of 
Viking settlement.  
Understand the importance of Alfred the Great and why he 
was considered to be great. 

Make deductions and creative and informed speculation, 
using my contextual knowledge, when analysing images 
and artefacts. 
Recognise the importance of archaeological evidence as 
well as written and spoken, e.g. Myths and legends as well 
as surviving buildings. 
Draw inferences from evidence on artefacts going beyond 
the literal. 
Understand the difference between primary and 
secondary evidence and the impact of this on reliability. 
Use a wide range of different sources to collect evidence 
about the past. 
Accurately use dates and terms to describe historical 
events. 
 
Locate where the Key parts of the Ancient Greek Empire 
were situated on a map.  
Place Ancient Greece on a simple timeline that also shows 
when Athens was at its height. 
Compare life in Athens with life in Sparta. 
Understand the role of women in Ancient Greece society. 
Know that Ancient Greece consisted of city states such as 
Athens and Sparta who were rivals. 
Give reasons explaining why Athens was so dominant. 
Explain why the battle of Marathon was fought, and give 
reasons for the Persian’s defeat. 
Show on a timeline the duration of the ‘Golden Age’ of 
Athens and its link to the Battle of Marathon. 
Discuss the long-term implications of the battle of 
Marathon on Ancient Greece.  
Understand the importance of the victory over Persia in 
opening up opportunities to focus on domestic issues. 
Compare different versions of the Battle of Marathon and 
give 2 or 3 valid reasons why textbook accounts might 
differ. 
Understand the importance of the Olympic Games as being 
more than a sporting event. 
Discuss impact of democracy on modern society and other 
civilisations. 
Explain the impact of the Ancient Greece Olympic games on 
the Modern Olympic Games. 
 

  



Year Five  Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End points  Why were the Maya so successful? What happened to Benin? Has justice ever been fair? 
Topic  Maya Benin Crime and punishment 
End Points Compare different civilizations and the reasons 

why they were successful. 
Understand that we typically have more historical 
evidence for the rich than the poor and explain 
why this might be. 
Raise valid historical questions and make 
inferences beyond the literal. 
Make deductions about the purpose of an object 
from visual and physical clues. 
Understand where global events fall in context 
with British history. 
Understand that historical explanations are often 
provisional and that new evidence and research 
techniques cause explanations to be modified. 
Begin to use tentative language e.g. 
might/possibly and refer to evidence when 
making their judgement. 
 
Understand the importance of the Maya 
achievements for us today. 
Know that the key accomplishments of the Maya. 
Know at least two valid reasons for the growth of 
Maya civilization. 
Understand the structure of Maya society and the 
lives of the rich and poor. 
Understand the impact of the Spanish conquest on 
our understanding of Maya history. 
Explain why human sacrifice was practised. 
Explain the possible reasons for the decline of the 
Maya empire. 

Make deductions and inferences based on visual 
cues. 
Know that there are different types of evidence 
including artefacts and written records. 
Be able to identify weaknesses in visual sources. 
Understand that evidence often does not show 
how ordinary people live. 
Make plausible explanations for the meanings of 
objects staying consistent with the characteristic 
features of the time. 
Give reasons for two sides of an argument. 
Uses reasons to draw a conclusion. 
Understand that sometimes our understanding of 
ancient civilizations is based on speculation. 
 
Locate Benin on a world map. 
Locate Benin on a timeline. 
Understand that Benin was a civilization of cities 
and towns with powerful kings and a large empire. 
Know that West Africa invented the smelting of 
copper and zinc ores.  
Understand that Benin still exists. 
Understand that while Benin brass plaques provide 
a lot of evidence it focuses solely on men. 
Know that the king was the most important person 
in the government.  
Understand the impact of the arrival of European 
traders, including what they were trading and who 
they were trading with. 
Understand the symbolic use of leopards and 
crocodiles. 
Understand the impact of the British on Benin. 
Explain the actions of the British soldiers. 

Infer meaning from paintings. 
Interpret data from graphs to draw conclusions. 
Generate questions based on data from graphs. 
Make plausible speculations for observed 
patterns using knowledge and awareness of 
contemporary issues. 
 
Understand that justice in the Middle Ages 
depended mainly on the community. 
Explain how systems of justice worked in the past. 
Explain why so many were found not guilty of 
serious crimes in the Middle Ages. 
Understand that justice in that period was loaded 
in favour of the rich and powerful. 
Understand that fear of consequences was used to 
stop people committing crimes. 
Understand that things that were considered to be 
crimes and methods of punishment changed over 
time. 
Give possible reasons for why crime rates changed 
in different time periods. 
Explain when and why the police force began. 
Draw conclusions on when the justice system was 
most fair. 

  



Year Six  Autumn Spring  Summer  
Big End points  What was it like to live through World War 2? Has life in Britain improved for Black people 

since they arrived in the UK? 
How has migration changed Hackney? 

Topic  WW2 Black and British  
End Points Use graphs and photographs to raise enquiry questions. 

Investigate and explain the reasons behind decisions being 
made. 
Understand that people making representations of the 
past have to prioritise which stories to tell and whose 
contributions to feature most prominently and to also 
appreciate that this is controversial. 
Understand the impact of propaganda and censorship on 
our understanding of the past. 
Evaluate whether historical evidence is factual or staged. 
 
Understand what was done before the war to try to prevent 
it. 
Explain why Britain ultimately went to war. 
Understand why it was necessary for children to be 
evacuated from high-risk areas. 
Realise that children’s experience of evacuation varied and 
can give reasons why the government’s portrayal was so 
positive. 
Give examples of how the government prepared to 
withstand the Blitz and to keep up morale. 
Identify key features of resistance to German invasion, 
including the range of roles adults played on the Home 
Front. 
Explain how the government used censorship and 
propaganda during the war. 
Describe how VE day was celebrated by different people 
and why some people may not have felt as happy as others. 

Make deductions from clues, knowing how to cite 
evidence to prove an assertion. 
Identify the most significant ideas and carefully select the 
most compelling evidence 
Investigate a range of sources to draw inferences. 
Learn to read documents in context, making sure they do 
not jump to conclusions 
Begin to work out what can be said with certainty and 
what cannot. 
Begin to make generalisations.  
Use terms such as most, the majority, common and 
exceptions to the rule. 
Make judgments about the relative significance of relevant 
events. 
 
Understand that the first Black people on the landscape of 
Britain were Roman soldiers 
Understand that between the Roman period and the Tudor 
times there were few Black people in Britain. 
Explain the nature of the transatlantic slave trade and how 
it worked to Britain’s benefit. 
Understand that more than three million people were 
forced into slavery by British traders. 
Appreciate the extent of human suffering this caused to 
Black Peoples of Africa. 
Deduce from portraits the role black people played in rich 
households. 
Understand how some black activists helped bring about 
the end of the slave trade in 1807. 
Understand how discriminatory attitudes restricted the 
roles Black people could play. 
Contrast changing attitudes towards Black people from 
World War1 to World War 2. 
Explain why the role of Black people has been relatively 
neglected, until recently. 
Understand the impact of prejudice and the colour bar on 
those who travelled to England from the Empire after the 
war.   
Evaluate the extent to which the experience for Black 
people living in Britain has improved in the last 60 years.  
Identify ways in which life has improved for Black people 
living in Britain over the last 60 years, as well as the issues 
still facing them. 

Use provisional and tentative language, to express 
uncertainty e.g. perhaps, may, might, some people 
think. 
Use phrases such as, We cannot tell for sure. Most 
evidence suggests. 
Offers substantiated reasons why some sources might 
be treated cautiously 
understand that all history is to some extent 
interpretations and see why some people might write 
different versions of the same event 
Starts to express explanation in term of relative 
importance backed up by reasoned argument e.g. The 
main reason was... Also important... Some people think 
describe and explain ways of life at different levels of 
society and understand that people would have 
different outlooks on life depending on their social 
standing.  
Understand that some changes are relative slow others 
happen very rapidly. 
Explain why some changes are not welcome to some 
people. 
Draw inferences from a wide range of source materials. 
 
Understand and compare the different reasons why 
people have migrated to Hackney and its surrounding 
areas. 
Compare the different experiences of migrants. 
Identify different periods of migration on a timeline. 
Understand how migration has changed Hackney and its 
surrounding areas over time. 
 

 


