
Baden Powell Reading Curriculum, Content, progression and Endpoints  

  Reception  Year One  Year Two  Year Three Year Four  Year Five  Year Six  

Curriculum 
coverage  

Word 
Recognition  
Say a sound for 
each letter in the 
alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs 
 
Read words 
consistent with 
their phonic 
knowledge by 
sound-blending 
 
Read aloud 
simple sentences 
and books that 
are consistent 
with their phonic 
knowledge, 
including some 
common 
exception words. 
 
Comprehension  
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been 
read to them by 
retelling stories 
and narratives 
using their own 
words and 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary; 

Word 
Recognition  
Apply phonic 
knowledge and 
skills as the route 
to decode words. 
 
Respond speedily 
with the correct 
sound to 
graphemes 
(letters or groups 
of letters) for all 
40+ phonemes, 
including, where 
applicable, 
alternative 
sounds for 
graphemes. 
 
Read accurately 
by blending 
sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs 
that have been 
taught. 
 
Read common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound and 
where these 

Word 
Recognition  
Continue to apply 
phonic 
knowledge and 
skills as the route 
to decode words 
until automatic 
decoding has 
become 
embedded and 
reading is fluent. 
 
Read accurately 
by blending the 
sounds in words 
that contain the 
graphemes 
taught so far, 
especially 
recognising 
alternative 
sounds for 
graphemes. 
 
Read accurately 
words of two or 
more syllables 
that contain the 
same graphemes 
as above. 
 
Read words 
containing 
common suffixes. 

Word 
Recognition  
Apply their 

growing 

knowledge of 

root words, 

prefixes and 

suffixes 

(etymology and 

morphology) as 

listed in English 

Appendix 1, both 

to read aloud and 

to understand the 

meaning of new 

words they meet. 

Read further 
exception words, 
noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound, and 
where these 
occur in the 
word. 
 
Comprehension  
Listen to and 
discuss a wide 
range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and 

Word 
Recognition  
Apply their 
growing 
knowledge of 
root words, 
prefixes and 
suffixes 
(etymology and 
morphology) as 
listed in English 
Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and 
to understand the 
meaning of new 
words they meet. 
Read further 
exception words, 
noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound, and 
where these 
occur in the 
word. 
 
Comprehension  
Listen to and 
discuss a wide 
range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and 
reference books 
or textbooks. 

Word Recognition  
Apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and 
etymology), as listed in 
English Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words that they 
meet. 
 
Comprehension  
 
Continue to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 
 
Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and read for a range 
of purposes. 
 
Increase their familiarity 
with a wide range of 
books, including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from 
other cultures and 

Word Recognition  
Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), as 
listed in English 
Appendix 1, both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
that they meet. 
 
Comprehension  
 
Continue to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 
 
Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and read for a 
range of purposes. 
 
Increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our literary 



 
Anticipate – 
where 
appropriate – 
key events in 
stories; 
 
Use and 
understand 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary 
during 
discussions 
about 
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes 
and poems and 
during role-play. 
 

occur in the 
word. 
 
Read words 
containing taught 
GPCs and –s, –es, 
–ing, –ed, –er and 
–est endings. 
 
Read other words 
of more than one 
syllable that 
contain taught 
GPCs 
Read words with 
contractions [for 
example, I’m, I’ll, 
we’ll], and 
understand that 
the apostrophe 
represents the 
omitted letter(s). 
 
Read aloud 
accurately books 
that are 
consistent with 
their developing 
phonic 
knowledge and 
that do not 
require them to 
use other 
strategies to work 
out words. 
 
Re-read these 
books to build up 

 
Read further 
common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound and 
where these 
occur in the 
word. 
 
Read most words 
quickly and 
accurately, 
without overt 
sounding and 
blending, when 
they have been 
frequently 
encountered. 
 
Read aloud books 
closely matched 
to their improving 
phonic 
knowledge, 
sounding out 
unfamiliar words 
accurately, 
automatically and 
without undue 
hesitation and re-
read these books 
to build up their 
fluency and 
confidence in 
word reading. 

reference books 
or textbooks. 
 
Read books that 
are structured in 
different ways 
and reading for a 
range of purposes 
 
 Use dictionaries 
to check the 
meaning of words 
that they have 
read. 
 
Increase their 
familiarity with a 
wide range of 
books, including 
fairy stories, 
myths and 
legends, and 
retelling some of 
these orally. 
 
Identify themes 
and conventions 
in a wide range of 
books.  
 
Prepare poems 
and play scripts 
to read aloud and 
to perform, 
showing 
understanding 
through 
intonation, tone, 

 
Read books that 
are structured in 
different ways 
and reading for a 
range of purposes 
 
 Use dictionaries 
to check the 
meaning of words 
that they have 
read. 
 
Increase their 
familiarity with a 
wide range of 
books, including 
fairy stories, 
myths and 
legends, and 
retelling some of 
these orally. 
 
Identify themes 
and conventions 
in a wide range of 
books.  
 
Prepare poems 
and play scripts 
to read aloud and 
to perform, 
showing 
understanding 
through 
intonation, tone, 
volume and 
action. 

traditions. 
 
Recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons for 
their choice. 
 
Identify and discuss 
themes and conventions 
in and across a wide range 
of writing. 
 
Making comparisons 
within and across books. 
 
Learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart. 
 
Prepare poems and plays 
to read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience. 
 
Checking that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and exploring the meaning 
of words in context. 
 
Asking questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 
 

heritage, and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions. 
 
Recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons 
for their choice. 
 
Identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range of 
writing. 
 
Making comparisons 
within and across 
books. 
 
Learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart. 
 
Prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience. 
 
Checking that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and exploring the 
meaning of words in 
context. 



their fluency and 
confidence in 
word reading. 
 
Comprehension  
Listen to and 
discuss a wide 
range of poems, 
stories and non-
fiction at a level 
beyond that at 
which they can 
read 
independently. 
 
Begin to link what 
they read or hear 
read to their own 
experiences. 
 
Become familiar 
with key stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional tales 
and retell them 
and describe their 
particular 
characteristics. 
 
Recognising and 
join in with 
predictable 
phrases. 
 
Appreciate 
rhymes and 
poems and recite 
some by heart. 

 
Comprehension  
Listening to, 
discussing and 
expressing views 
about a wide 
range of 
contemporary 
and classic 
poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at 
a level beyond 
that at which 
they can read 
independently 
 
Discussing the 
sequence of 
events in books 
and how items of 
information are 
related. 
 
Becoming 
increasingly 
familiar with and 
retelling a wider 
range of stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional tales. 
 
Being introduced 
to non-fiction 
books that are 
structured in 
different ways. 
 
Recognising 

volume and 
action. 
 
Discuss words 
and phrases that 
capture the 
reader’s interest 
and 
imagination. 
 
Recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free 
verse, narrative 
poetry]. 
 
Check that the 
text makes sense 
to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and explaining 
the meaning of 
words in context. 
 
Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of 
a text. 
 
Draw inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ 
feelings, thoughts 
and motives from 
their actions, and 
justifying 

 
Discuss words 
and phrases that 
capture the 
reader’s interest 
and 
imagination. 
 
Recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free 
verse, and 
narrative poetry]. 
 
Check that the 
text makes sense 
to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and explaining 
the meaning of 
words in context. 
 
Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of 
a text. 
 
Draw inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ 
feelings, thoughts 
and motives from 
their actions, and 
justifying 
inferences with 
evidence. 

Drawing inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence. 
 
Predicting what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied. 
 
Summarising the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph, 
identifying key details that 
support the main ideas. 
 
Identifying how language, 
structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning. 
 
Discuss and evaluate how 
authors use language, 
including figurative 
language, considering the 
impact on the reader. 
 
Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion. 
 
Retrieve, record and 
present information from 
non-fiction. 
 
Participate in discussions 
about books that are read 

 
Asking questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 
 
Drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and 
justifying inferences 
with evidence. 
 
Predicting what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied. 
 
Summarising the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph, 
identifying key details 
that support the main 
ideas. 
 
Identifying how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning. 
 
Discuss and evaluate 
how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the impact 
on the reader. 
 
Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 



 
Discuss word 
meanings, linking 
new meanings to 
those already 
known 
Drawing on what 
they already 
know or on 
background 
information and 
vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher. 
 
Checking that the 
text makes sense 
to them as they 
read and 
correcting 
inaccurate 
reading. 
 
discussing the 
significance of 
the title and 
events. 
 
Making 
inferences on the 
basis of what is 
being said and 
done 
 
Predicting what 
might happen on 
the basis of what 
has been read so 

simple recurring 
literary language 
in stories and 
poetry. 
 
Discussing and 
clarifying the 
meanings of 
words, linking 
new meanings to 
known 
vocabulary. 
 
Discussing their 
favourite words 
and phrases. 
 
Continuing to 
build up a 
repertoire of 
poems learnt by 
heart, 
appreciating 
these and reciting 
some, with 
appropriate 
intonation to 
make the 
meaning clear. 
 
Drawing on what 
they already 
know or on 
background 
information and 
vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher. 

inferences with 
evidence. 
 
Predict what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and 
implied. 
 
Identify main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising 
these. 
 
Identify how 
language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 
 
Retrieve and 
record 
information from 
non-fiction text. 
 
Participate in 
discussion about 
both books that 
are read to them 
and those they 
can read for 
themselves, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say. 

 
Predict what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and 
implied. 
 
Identify main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising 
these. 
 
Identify how 
language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 
 
Retrieve and 
record 
information from 
non-fiction text. 
 
Participate in 
discussion about 
both books that 
are read to them 
and those they 
can read for 
themselves, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say 

to them and those they 
can read for themselves, 
building on their own and 
others’ ideas and 
challenging views 
courteously. 
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read, including 
through formal 
presentations and 
debates, maintaining a 
focus on the topic and 
using notes where 
necessary. 
 
Provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views. 

opinion. 
 
Retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction. 
 
Participate in 
discussions about 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves, building on 
their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging 
views courteously. 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
what they have read, 
including through 
formal presentations 
and debates, 
maintaining a focus on 
the topic and using 
notes where necessary. 
 
Provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views. 



far 
 
Participate in 
discussion about 
what is read to 
them, taking 
turns and 
listening to what 
others say 
 
Explain clearly 
their 
understanding of 
what is read to 
them. 
 

 
Checking that the 
text makes sense 
to them as they 
read and 
correcting 
inaccurate 
reading. 
 
Making 
inferences on the 
basis of what is 
being said and 
done. 
 
Answering and 
asking questions. 
 
Predicting what 
might happen on 
the basis of what 
has been read so 
far. 
 
Participate in 
discussion about 
books, poems 
and other works 
that are read to 
them and those 
that they can 
read for 
themselves, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say. 
 
Explain and 

 



discuss their 
understanding of 
books, poems 
and other 
material, both 
those that they 
listen to and 
those that they 
read for 
themselves. 
 

Skills  Vocabulary  
Understand 
words in context 
from appropriate 
levelled book.   
 
Retrieval  
Retell parts of 
what has been 
read to them  
 
Inference 
Say how a 
character might 
feel.  
 
Prediction  
Suggest what 
they think might 
happen  
 
Summarising 
Know a story has 
a beginning, 
middle and end.  
Become more 
able to identify 

Vocabulary  
Identifies simple 
and recurring 
literary language 
 
Identifies the 
meaning of 
vocabulary in 
context 
 
Retrieval  
With support, 
justifies their 
views about texts 
they have had 
read to them. 
 
Recognise simple 
patterns in texts,  
 
Discusses the 
significance of 
the title 
 
Retrieves key 
information from 
a text 

Vocabulary  
Discusses 
effective 
language choices 
and say why.  
 
Identifies the 
vocabulary and 
word classes used 
to describe 
emotions, actions 
and settings.  
 
Retrieval  
Refers back to 
the text for 
evidence 
 
Retrieves 
information 
stated within text  
 
Shows awareness 
of use of features 
of organisation 
e.g. index, bold 
headings 

Vocabulary  
Uses appropriate 
strategies to 
identify new 
words and their 
meaning in 
context.  
Can discuss how 
they decipher 
unknown words 
using context 
clues.  
 
Identify key 
vocabulary that 
can be used in 
different parts of 
overall structure 
of plot – i.e. 
common 
vocabulary used 
in introductions, 
build-ups, 
conclusions and 
endings.  
 
Identifying 

Vocabulary  
Identify the key 
words and word 
groups that are 
used to create 
tension, 
atmosphere, 
emotional 
reaction and 
changes in 
location, time 
and place.  
 
Identify how 
specific words 
and phrases link 
sections, 
paragraphs, 
chapters and 
themes across 
the book.  
 
Use already 
known strategies 
to understand 
word meanings in 
context.  

Vocabulary  
Uses a range of strategies 
to identify the meaning of 
new vocabulary 
 
Comment on word and 
sentence choice used for 
description and to 
stimulate emotional 
reaction. 
 
Use contextual clues to 
identify meaning of 
modern and  archaic 
words no longer 
commonly used in 
Standard English.   
 
Retrieval  
Notes how cohesion is 
achieved in different ways 
 
Identifies how the author 
signals change in the 
narration, time and place 
and notes the effect that 
this has on them as the 

Vocabulary  
Use contextual clues, 
own experiences and 
word family knowledge 
identify meaning in 
unknown words.  
 
Retrieval  
Retrieves information 
from across the text to 
support viewpoints.   
 
Can use evidence from 
texts to show how 
shades of meaning and 
themes are purveyed 
across the narrative. 
 
Use description, 
dialogue, settings, 
action and interactions 
to explain how the 
story evolves and the 
character develops 
across the narrative.  
 
Know the vocabulary, 



beginning, 
middle and end 
of a story.  
 
Analysing  
 
Comparing  
 
Authorial Intent 
 
Fluency  
Use phonics to 
begin to read 
appropriate skill 
level. 
 

 
Understands that 
there is a range 
of non-fiction 
texts, e.g. 
different layouts 
for instructions, 
non-fiction books 
etc. 
 
Begins to 
understand how 
different texts are 
structured.  
 
Inference 
Identifies 
goals/motives of 
the main 
character on the 
basis of what 
they have said 
and done. 
 
Links stories to 
own experiences 
and how they 
felt. 
 
Is beginning to 
recognise how 
description is 
used in fictional 
texts to describe 
actions and 
emotions.  
 
Is beginning to 

 
States what 
characters have 
said and done.  
 
Can relay the 
main events of 
the plot of a 
fictional text.  
 
Find key 
information in a 
non-fiction text 
using index and 
subheadings and 
glossaries.   
 
Knows the 
different 
purposes of 
fiction and non-
fiction texts.  
 
Recognises that 
information is 
grouped 
according to 
subject 
 
Identifies how 
settings and 
characters are 
created using 
specific 
vocabulary that 
creates imagery 
 
inference 

adverbs, 
adjectives and 
simile used to 
describe 
characters, 
actions and 
settings.  
 
Identify 
adjectives, 
adverbs and 
simile used to 
add to 
informational 
understanding in 
non-fiction texts.  
 
Use dictionaries 
to identify the 
meaning of 
unknown words 
in context.  
 
Retrieval  
Refers back to 
the text for 
evidence when 
explaining 
 
Extracts 
information from 
tables and charts 
in non-fiction 
texts.  
 
Find patterns and 
themes in poems.  
 

 
Use dictionaries 
to identify the 
meaning of 
unknown words 
in context. 
 
Identify the use 
of techniques 
such as figurative 
language, simile 
and metaphor are 
used to describe 
characters and 
settings.  
 
Retrieval  
Use textual 
evidence to 
support findings 
consistently.  
 
Recognises the 
introduction, 
build-up, climax 
or conflict and 
resolution in a 
narrative and can 
add detail when 
retelling or 
recapping them.  
 
 
Retrieves correct 
information 
where there is 
more than one 
possibility. 

reader 
 
Retrieves information, 
referring to more than one 
place in the text. 
 
Identify different themes 
within the text.  
 
Use dialogue, action, 
description and 
interactions to describe 
how character evolves 
within the text.  
 
Retrieves different aspects 
and combined aspects of a 
non-fiction text to support 
viewpoint – e.g. uses 
factual information in a 
persuasive text. 
 
Identifies conventions 
across a range of non- 
fiction text types and 
forms and can identify 
where a common 
convention has been 
broken/breached/ignored! 
 
Inference 
Can select evidence from 
the text that is not explicit 
to support views on 
characters, events and 
actions.  
 
Know that characters will 

sentence structure and 
mores that reflect a 
piece of writing in a 
different time.  
 
Understands the 
structure of all texts 
encountered and how 
best to use this 
structure to find 
information.   
 
Inference 
Draws reasoned 
conclusions from non- 
fiction texts which 
present differences of 
opinion 
 
Identify how a change 
in scene affects 
storyline, characters, 
emotions, actions and 
interactions with the 
narrative.  
 
Distinguishes between 
implicit and explicit 
points of view 
 
Identifies and 
summarises underlying 
themes in a range of 
narrative texts noting 
where there are several 
themes competing in a 
text 
 



recognise how 
description is 
used in non-
fiction to relay 
information.   
 
Prediction  
Predict next 
events and 
endings.  
 
Summarising 
Can identify key 
information in 
levelled non-
fiction text.  
 
Identifies the 
beginning, middle 
and end of stories 
and a pattern in 
poetry. 
 
Analysing  
 
Comparing  
 
Authorial Intent 
 
Fluency  
Self-corrects own 
errors in levelled 
text.  
 
Starting to use 
simple intonation 
when reading 
aloud – i.e. 

Demonstrates 
empathy with 
characters 
looking at 
descriptions and 
actions 
 
Understands that 
different 
characters may 
have different 
views, thoughts, 
feelings and 
actions in 
response to a 
given event.  
 
Explains how the 
way a character 
speaks reflects 
their personality 
 
Identifies 
common themes 
in traditional 
tales  
 
With resort to 
text and adult can 
support and 
justify views.  
 
Prediction  
Is predicting with 
increasing 
accuracy what 
may happen. 
 

Retrieves correct 
information 
where there is 
more than one 
possibility.  
 
Uses contents 
pages and 
indexes to locate, 
retrieve and 
record 
information from 
non- fiction texts 
 
Recognises the 
structure used in 
different genres.  
 
Inference 
Suggests reasons 
for actions and 
events referring 
to text.  
 
Infers characters’ 
feelings, motives, 
behaviour and 
relationships 
based on 
descriptions and 
their actions in 
the story 
 
Identifies with 
characters and 
makes links with 
own experiences 
when making 

 
Identifies a wide 
range of poetic 
forms. 
 
Uses key words 
and phrases as 
evidence when 
making a point. 
 
Identifies the 
structure and 
features of a 
range of non-
fiction, narrative 
and poetry texts. 
 
Identifies events 
that are 
presented in 
more detail and 
those that are 
skimmed over 
 
Identifies 
underlying 
themes in a range 
of narrative texts 
e.g. overcoming 
adversity; helping 
others; courage. 
 
Can use phrases 
and words from 
the text to 
identify settings 
and why they are 
used in the 

have different 
perspectives within the 
story and these are not 
always explicitly stated.  
 
Understands the time that 
stories are set can impact 
on characters actions, 
views and interactions.  
 
 
Analyses characters’ 
appearance, actions and 
relationships and makes 
deductions about 
differences in patterns of 
relationships and attitudes 
 
Understands that dialogue 
can tell and further the 
story and how emotions, 
reactions and 
relationships can be 
viewed through this.  
 
Prediction  
Identifies whether 
changes in characters met 
or challenged the reader’s 
expectations 
 
Summarising 
Summarises main ideas 
from more than one text 
to support note taking 
 
Analyses information from 
tables and charts in a non-

Provides evidence to 
explain how themes 
emerge and 
conventions are 
applied in a range of 
fiction and non-fiction 
genres 
 
Explains underlying 
themes across a range 
of poetry. 
 
Identifies stock 
characters in particular 
genres and looks for 
evidence of characters 
that challenge 
stereotypes and 
surprise the reader e.g. 
in parody 
 
Prediction  
Identifies whether 
changes in characters 
met or challenged the 
reader’s expectations 
 
Summarising 
Summarise for more 
than one character and 
from each characters 
perspective.  
 
Can summarise 
different views in non-
fiction texts ensuring 
they capture of main 
points for each view.  



questioning, 
exclamation.  
 
Is beginning to 
increase reading 
stamina with 
longer levelled 
texts.  
 

Can change and 
adapt prediction 
after further 
reading.  
 
Is beginning to 
use a range of 
information such 
as characters, 
settings, previous 
reading and own 
experiences to 
make more 
accurate 
predictions.  
 
Summarising 
Identifies the 
sequence of 
events  in 
chronological 
order – i.e. What 
happened first?  
What happened 
before he ran 
away? 
 
Analysing  
Recognises the 
differences 
between fiction 
and non-fiction 
texts.  
 
Identify similar 
themes from and 
techniques from 
a range of 

judgements 
about the 
characters’ 
actions 
 
Can justify 
viewpoints 
referring to the 
text.  
 
Identifies how 
settings are used 
to create an 
atmosphere for 
the reader.  
 
Uses character 
interactions such 
as dialogue and 
behaviours to 
identify character 
traits and 
relationships with 
others.  
 
Use language 
choice to identify 
tension, type of 
character, 
emotions , 
actions and 
interactions.  
Prediction  
Make more 
accurate 
predictions using 
information from 
the text and start 

narrative.  
 
Can use direct 
quotes from the 
text to support 
viewpoints on 
characters 
emotions, actions 
and interactions.  
 
Explains and 
justifies an 
opinion using 
quotes from the 
text.  
 
Inference 
Can identify when 
the narrative is 
structured to 
persuade reader 
to feel like or 
dislike for a 
particular 
character.  
 
Can use inference 
to justify opinions 
of characters, 
actions and 
interactions.  
 
Know difference 
between fact and 
opinion. 
 
Makes 
deductions using 

fiction text to create a 
summary. 
 
Summarises key events of 
plot line from a fictional 
narrative. 
 
Summarises ideas across 
paragraphs, identifying 
key details that support 
the main ideas 
Analysing  
Analyses the structure of 
more complex non-linear 
narratives such as 
flashback, inter-woven 
timelines, narrative 
perspectives from two or 
more characters.  
 
Analyses paragraph 
structures in similar texts 
noting and commenting 
on similarities and 
differences. 
 
Refines questions to 
deepen understanding of 
a text. 
 
Uses technical and other 
terms needed for 
discussing what they hear 
and read. 
 
Comparing  
Identifies balanced or 
biased viewpoints and 

 
Summarise a group 
discussion on text that 
is currently reading.  
Summarises competing 
views 
 
Analysing  
Notices where the 
author uses a wider 
range of cohesive 
language to create 
more sophisticated 
links between and 
within paragraphs e.g. 
where the author has 
avoided over-use of 
obvious 
adverbials/conjunctions 
such as ‘on the other 
hand 
 
Justifies personal 
response to narratives 
with suitable expansion 
e.g. whether it was 
believable, whether 
dilemmas were 
resolved satisfactorily 
 
Identifies how authors 
use a range of narrative 
structures e.g. stories 
within stories, 
flashbacks and can 
demonstrate 
understanding by re- 
telling/writing the 



fictional stories.  
 
Comparing  
Identify themes 
that run across 
different fictional 
texts.  
 
Identify common 
techniques and 
vocabulary from 
similar texts.  
 
Authorial Intent 
Is beginning to 
evaluate 
authorial word 
choice to 
describe and 
relay information.  
Fluency  
Self-corrects own 
errors with 95% 
accuracy in 
reading.  
 
Can read levelled 
texts with 
sufficient reading 
stamina.  
 
Using intonation 
more effectively 
and is beginning 
to reflect 
character 
emotions where 
relevant – i.e. 

to indicate the 
likelihood of it 
happening.  
 
Summarising 
Summarises main 
ideas from a text. 
 
Analysing  
Identify how 
language is used 
build tension, 
describe scenes 
or build tension. 
 
Identify 
similarities in 
language use 
within a genre 
and across genres 
to build tension 
and create 
atmosphere.  
 
Begins to identify 
themes across 
texts e.g. 
friendship, good 
and evil, bullying. 
 
Comments on use 
of language using 
terminology 
including 
alliteration, 
rhythm, rhyme, 
simile. 
  

textual support 
about motives, 
feelings, actions 
and what 
character says.  
 
Knows how 
relationships 
affect characters 
appearances and 
interactions – e.g. 
family 
relationships 
different from 
peer 
relationships.   
 
Can explain why a 
character acts in 
a particular way 
to a problem.  
 
Prediction  
Predict on the 
basis of mood or 
atmosphere how 
a character will 
behave in a 
particular setting. 
 
Summarising 
Summarises the 
man events of a 
fictional text and 
how they impact 
on each other.  
 
Summarise the 

discuss texts which  
explore more than one 
perspective on an issue 
 
knows whether the 
viewpoint changes in the 
story. 
 
Compare across genres 
and within genres to 
identify different 
character formation and 
settings – evaluate and 
suggest which is better 
and why.  
 
Authorial Intent 
Comments on use of 
language using 
terminology including 
onomatopoeia, metaphor, 
personification. 
 
Explores in-depth the 
meaning of particular 
multi-layered (figurative) 
word/phrases, deciding 
what effect the author 
most probably intended 
on the reader and 
justifying this with further 
evidence from the text 
 
Recognises the style of 
different authors and 
recognises their intended 
audience 
 

narrative using a 
different structure 
 
 
Comparing  
Explains how a 
personal response has 
altered at various 
points across a text as 
the narrative viewpoint 
changes. 
 
Authorial Intent 
Interpret and explain 
the impact of, authors’ 
techniques and use of 
language e.g. 
expressive or figurative 
language, range of 
sentence structure, 
repetition etc 
 
Notices where the 
author uses a wider 
range of cohesive 
language to create 
more sophisticated 
links between and 
within paragraphs. 
 
Explains the intent of 
the author e.g. explains 
how the author has 
tried to manipulate the 
emotions/bias of the 
reader 
 
Justifies agreement or 



angry voice, 
whisper.  

Comparing  
Compare 
different 
characters 
actions and 
emotions. 
 
Compare 
characters within 
a fictional 
narrative.  
 
Compare 
different 
characters 
actions to similar 
events and 
themes.   
 
Authorial Intent 
Analyses the use 
of language to set 
scenes, build 
tension or create 
suspense 
Identify how the 
author uses 
language to set 
scenes, build 
tension and 
stimulate reader 
emotions.  
 
 
Fluency  
Reading more 
coherently in 
complete 

key information 
and ideas from a 
non-fiction text.  
 
Analysing  
Analyses how 
structural and 
presentational 
features 
contribute to 
purpose in a 
range of texts 
 
Evaluates texts 
for their appeal 
for the intended 
audience 
 
Analyses how the 
structure of non-
fiction relates to 
its purpose e.g. 
how the points in 
a persuasive 
speech lead you 
to the author’s 
viewpoint 
 
Analyses how 
poetry is 
structured and its 
effect on the 
reader 
 
Identify the move 
between 
generalisations 
and specific 

Fluency  
Shows understanding 
through emphasis, 
intonation and volume 
when performing. 
 
 
Shows personal 
interpretation of text 
through volume, pitch, 
tone and pace.  
 
Can pause for effect when 
reading aloud.  
Reads whole sentences 
and paragraphs coherently 
at pace with little or no 
pause due to unknown 
words – 95% accuracy.  

disagreement with 
narrator’s point of view 
when evaluating a text 
 
Fluency  
Shows understanding 
through emphasis, 
intonation and volume 
when performing. 
 
 
Shows personal 
interpretation of text 
through volume, pitch, 
tone and pace.  
 
Can pause for effect 
when reading aloud.  
Reads whole sentences 
and paragraphs 
coherently at pace with 
little or no pause due 
to unknown words – 
95% accuracy. 



sentence 
structures and 
phrases.  
 
Only occasionally 
breaks smooth 
rhythm of reading 
aloud due to 
unknown words 
or more complex 
sentence 
structure.  
 
Reading at 
consistent pace 
across text.  
 
Using tools for 
intonation more 
effectively – tone, 
pitch, volume – in 
character 
interactions and 
events.  
 

information 
 
Comparing  
Comments on 
differences 
between what 
characters say 
and what they 
do. 
 
Compare 
different 
characters that 
experience 
similar themes.  
 
Authorial Intent 
Understand and 
identify how the 
author uses 
descriptive 
language and 
phrases to create 
atmosphere, 
tension and 
stimulate the 
reader’s 
emotions. 
 
 Identifies 
techniques used 
by the author to 
persuade the 
reader to feel 
sympathy or 
dislike 
 
Understands how 



authors use a 
variety of 
sentence 
constructions 
within their 
writing for a 
distinctive 
purpose or 
reaction from the 
reader.  
 
Explains the 
decisions that the 
author has made 
in setting up 
problems for the 
characters and 
choosing how to 
resolve them 
 
Fluency  
Reads coherently 
in complete 
sentences.  
 
Reads at a 
consistent pace 
with little or no 
pausing for 
unknown words.  
 
Is becoming more 
selective in use of 
tone, pitch and 
volume during 
reading aloud.  

Endpoints Begin to read 
levelled texts 

Read levelled 
texts fluently.  

Recognise 
alternative 

Use word 
knowledge and 

Use word 
knowledge and 

Use contextual clues, 
word family relationships 

 



fluently.  
 
Know the basic 
structure of a 
story and 
identify them.  
Retell a story 
heard or read.  
 
Read levelled 
non-fiction books 
and retell 
information to 
an adult.  

 
Self-correct 
errors in levelled 
text – with 95% 
accuracy.  
 
Can retell a story 
with accuracy.  
 
Understand 
characters 
actions and 
emotional 
responses in 
fictional texts.  
 
Identify main 
parts of a fictional 
story.  
 
Identify key 
information from 
a non-fiction text.  
 
Relate reading to 
own experiences.  
 
Discuss texts they 
are reading or 
have had read.  
 
Uses context to 
try to explain 
what new words 
mean.  
 
Can use 
intonation in 

sounds for 
graphemes  
 
Read most words 
accurately (95%) 
without sounding 
out.  
 
Discuss books 
independently 
read and those 
that have been 
read to them 
using simple 
justification for 
views.  
 
Sequence and 
retell the plot 
from a fictional 
story using own 
words.  
 
Begin to use a 
wider range of 
descriptive 
phrases in 
retelling to 
interest the 
listener.  
 
Relate unknown 
words to other 
words and 
context of use to 
identify meaning.  
 
Self-correct 

relationships; 
contextual clues 
and own 
experiences to 
understand 
meaning in 
unknown words.  
 
Identify 
differences and 
similarities of 
structures within 
fictional texts.  
 
Identify the key 
elements of non-
fictional texts and 
know their 
purpose.  
 
Use dictionaries 
to identify the 
meaning of 
unknown words 
in context.  
 
Use the tools and 
techniques of 
intonation to 
perform and read 
aloud.  
 
Recognise the 
different styles of 
poetry.  
 
Use evidence 
directly from the 

relationships; 
contextual clues 
and own 
experiences to 
understand 
meaning in 
unknown words. 
 
Reading and 
experiencing 
wider range of 
texts through 
teacher led and 
independent 
sessions.  
 
Retell narratives 
read or heard 
with detail and 
more specific 
accuracy to 
events, actions 
and interactions.  
 
Identify themes 
that run across 
genres and within 
genres.   
 
Know how the 
author uses 
vocabulary and 
phrases to 
capture attention 
and stimulate an 
emotional 
reaction.  
 

and own knowledge to 
identify meaning of 
unknown words.  
 
Engage with fiction and 
poetry across the classics, 
modern classics, non-
fiction and culturally 
diverse literature.  
 
Experience, understand 
and analyse texts with 
different structures.  
 
Identify the main themes 
that run through a book, 
within a genre and across 
genres.   
 
Know and be able to recite 
and perform classic 
poetry.  
 
Use volume, pitch, tone 
and pace to interest and 
connect at an emotional 
level with the listener to a 
poem, story or playscript.  
 
Use the technique of self-
questioning (i.e. what will 
happen next?   Why would 
that happen next? Why is 
the character behaving 
like this? Etc.) to deepen 
their understanding of 
novels, poems and 
playscripts.  



levelled reading 
book.  
 
Know the 40 
phonemes. 
 
Predict what 
could happen 
next in the story 
or at the end of 
the story.   
 

inaccuracies 
when reading 
aloud to 95% 
accuracy.  
 
Use the text to 
support 
inferences and 
predictions.  
 
Retrieve 
information from 
a non-fiction and 
fictional text.  
 
Summarise key 
events from a 
fictional text and 
information from 
a non-fictional 
text in own 
words.  
 
Identify some key 
events in a plot 
line.  
 
Start to develop 
own questions in 
relation to text 
being read or 
reading 
independently – 
i.e. What will the 
character do 
next? 
 
Offer views on 

text to support 
viewpoints.  
 
Use evidence, 
including 
inferential 
evidence to make 
more accurate 
predictions and 
state likelihood of 
happening.  
 
Identify the key 
information in a 
non-fiction text.  
 
Use the glossary, 
index, 
subheadings, 
diagrams, photos 
and conclusions 
to identify the 
key information 
in a non-fiction 
text.  
 
Identify key 
themes that run 
across similar and 
different genres.  
 
Discuss current 
reading and what 
they have been 
read using 
appropriate 
evidence and 
vocabulary.   

Use evidence 
from the text to 
suggest why the 
author has made 
particular 
vocabulary 
choices and how 
this impacts the 
reader.  
 
Use the glossary, 
index, 
subheadings, 
diagrams, photos 
and conclusions 
to identify the 
key information 
in a non-fiction 
text. 
 
Identify key 
themes that run 
across similar and 
different genres. 
 
Discuss current 
reading and what 
they have been 
read using 
appropriate 
evidence and 
vocabulary.   
 
 

 
Cite clear textual evidence 
to support predictions and 
state the likelihood of 
occurrence with evidence.  
 
Summarise main points 
across paragraphs and 
whole texts.   
 
Give viewpoint on how an 
author’s narrative 
structure and 
presentation style can 
contribute to a story.  
 
Know the difference 
between fact and opinion.  
 
Defend and challenge 
views around a fictional or 
non-fictional text.  
 
Make and use notes about 
a text read to discuss it.  
 
Make reference to the 
text in literacy discussions 
to support or challenge 
viewpoints.   
 
Analyse and discuss how 
an author’s choice of 
vocabulary, structure and 
style impact the story and 
the reader’s responses.  
 
Use implicit information 



vocabulary 
choice.  
 
Identify 
similarities in 
fictional texts 
they are reading 
with those that 
they have read or 
have had read to 
them.  

 
Identify powerful 
vocabulary that 
the author uses 
and why they 
would use it.  
 
Use volume, pitch 
and tone while 
reading aloud at a 
suitable pace.  

from text to support 
viewpoints.  
 
Summarise key events 
from a story with greater 
selectivity.  
 
Analyse different plot 
structures with greater 
levels of complexity.  
 
Read fluently with affect 
and 95% accuracy.  
 

 


