
BP Music Overview   

 Year One  Year Two  Year Three  Year Four  Year Five  Year six  

Year 
Endpoints 

Using Beat, Rhythm, 
Pitch and Tempo to 
improvise music.  

How music affects us 
emotionally and 
physically  

How we record music 
using symbols to 
compose and perform.  

Use what we know to 
create a melody and 
mood.  

Using music and words 
to create emotional 
impact.  

Enhancing our 
compositions and 
performance.  

Understandin
g Music  

Keep a Steady Beat  
Rhythm pattern  
Pitch pattern  
Copy simple rhythmic 
patterns.  
Long and short 
rhythmic patterns.  
Emotions and music  
Recognise 
instruments 
Tempo of music –fast 
or slow  
Dynamics – loud or 
quiet 
Styles of music  
Sing in unison  
crotchets, quavers 
and minims 
Simple notation  
Melodic instrumental  
 

Key centres of: C 
major, G major and 
A minor. 
Find and keep a steady 
beat. 
Copy back simple 
rhythmic patterns 
using long and short. 
Copy back simple 
melodic patterns using 
high and low. 
Sing short phrases 
independently. 
Mark the beat 
Being to identify 
simple beat groupings  
Emotions and music  
Recongise tempo  and 
simple changes in 
tempo 
Different steady beats. 
Dynamics as loud or 
quiet. 
Musical styles  
Recognise some 
instruments  
Sing as part of a choir. 
Demonstrate good 
singing posture. 
Sing songs from 
memory. 
Sing in unison  

Key centres of: C 
major, F major, G 
major and A minor. 
Time signatures of: 
2/4, 3/4 and 4/4. 
Find and keep a steady 
beat. 
Copy back and 
improvise simple 
rhythmic patterns 
using minims 
crotchets, quavers and 
their rests. 
Copy back and 
improvise simple 
melodic patterns using 
three notes: 
Music and emotions  
Match changes in beat 
or tempo 
Discuss what song or 
piece of music means 
Identify instruments 
Male of female soloist  
Identify instruments in 
piece of music  
Style of music  
More formal choir in 
singing  
Good singing posture  
Sing following the beat  
Clear diction  

Key centres of: C major, 
F major, G major and A 
minor. 
Time signatures of: 2/4, 
3/4 and 4/4. 
Find and keep a steady 
beat. 
Copy rhythmic patterns 
made of semibreves, 
minims, dotted 
crotchets, quavers, 
semiquavers. 
Copy back melodic 
patterns. 
Know words have 
meaning in a song  
Start to discuss why a 
song or piece of music 
may have been written  
Be able to play a steady 
beat 
Tempe 
Style of music  
Structure of a song  
Know the main theme 
of a song 
Introductions and why  
Tonality  
Begin to recognise 
pentatonic scale. 
Legato and staccato  
Being to identify 

Key centres of: C major, 
G major, D major, F 
major and A minor. 
Time signatures of: 2/4, 
3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. 
Find and keep a steady 
beat. 
Copy rhythmic patterns 
made of dotted minims, 
minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
dotted quavers, triplet 
quavers, quavers, 
semiquavers and their 
rests. 
Copy back melodic 
patterns.  
Music and emotions  
Justify opinions using 
musical elements. 
Identify musical styles of 
a song or piece of 
music.  
Identify instruments in a 
piece of music or a 
song. 
Understand structure of 
music – verse, chorus, 
bridge, repeat, final 
chorus. 
Explain what a bridge is 
in music.  

Key centres of: C major, 
G major, D major, A 
minor and D minor. 
Time signatures of: 2/4, 
3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8. 
Find and keep a steady 
beat. 
Copy rhythmic patterns 
made of minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
dotted quavers, triplet 
quavers, quavers, 
semiquavers and their 
rests. 
Music and emotions. 
Personal opinion 
supported by use of 
standard musical 
language.  
Discuss musical style 
using formal musical 
vocabulary.  
Identify distinct musical 
instruments or musical 
sections from an 
orchestra in a piece of 
music or song.  
The structure of musical 
pieces and songs.  
Bridge in a song.  
Tonality  
Chord triads 



Improve accuracy of 
pitch  
Respond to leaders 
instructions  
Use symbols to 
represent sounds in 
different forms 
Crotchets, quavers and 
minims 
Formal notation of 
stave of five lines 
Simple melodic 
instrumental  

Realise the words have 
meaning in a song  
Follow conductors 
instructions  
Sing back simple 
melodic phrases  
Use notation to 
represent music  
Explore simple 
standard notation - 
minims, semibreves, 
dotted crotchets, 
crotchets, quavers and 
semiquavers. 
Read semibreves, 
minims, crotchets and 
paired quavers. 
In formal notation 
Identify: Stave, Treble 
clef, Time signature. 
Lines and spaces on 
the stave. 
Play simple melodic 
instrumentals using C 
major, F major, G 
major and E major.   

features of musical 
styles from different 
eras.  
Time signature 2/4, ¾ 
and 4/4 
Sing as part of more 
formal choir  
Good singing posture  
Pitch and time when 
singing  
Begin to sing with 
greater expression.  
Staccato and legato  
Different musical styles  
Show high and low 
sounds using notation  
Show long and short 
sounds using notation  
standard notation, 
using, semibreves, 
minims, dotted 
crotchets, quavers and 
semiquavers 
identify stave, treble 
and time signatures 
follow and perform 
simple rhythmic scores 
being to achieve a sense 
of ensemble  
follow the rhythmic 
texture of a piece of 
music or song  
learn to play a simple 
melodic instrumental 
using C major, F major, 
G major and D major. 

Tonality  
Pentatonic Scales 
Blues Scales. 
Introduction and its 
purpose.  
Rapping  
Styles and the features 
that distinguish them as 
a style.  
Emotions and music  
Personal opinion using 
references to formal 
musical language  
Identify musical 
instruments. 
Sing in unison 
Sing in 2/4, ¾, 4/4 and 
6/8 
Sing in unison  
Effective pitch and 
timing 
Sing with expression. 
Different styles of 
singing and different 
styles of song.  
Articulation of words 
Dynamic in song.  
Emotional reaction to 
the song or music. 
What the song or music 
tells us about the world 
around us.  
Respond to a conductor.  
Symbols and notation 
for high and low and 
long and short.  
Standard notation: 
minims, dotted 

Main themes of musical 
pieces. 
Introduction and outro. 
Gospel Choir, soloist, 
rock band, symphony 
orchestra, Acapella 
Musical styles and their 
key features.   
Sing as a more formal 
choir.  
Syncopated rhythms.  
Perform for an 
audience.  
Sign with expression.  
Dynamics and 
articulation in music.  
Emotional connection 
to the song.  
How the song 
represents the world 
we live in.  
High, low, long and 
short sounds using 
symbols.  
Standard notation: 
dotted, semibreves, 
dotted minims, minims, 
triplet, crotchets, 
dotted crotchets, 
crotchets, dotted 
quavers, quavers and 
semiquavers 
Identify stave, treble 
clef, time signature.  
How notes are grouped 
when notated. 
The stave, symbols on 
the stave. 



crotchets, crotchets, 
quavers and 
semiquavers, 
Identify stave, treble 
clef and time signature.  
Symbols on the stave, 
notes on the line, flat 
and sharp sign.  
Identify Stave, treble, 
clef and time signature.  
Recognise how notes 
are grouped in notation.  
Identify symbols on the 
stave line. 
Pitch notation within an 
octave.  
Rehearse and play 
simple melodic pieces.  
 

         
  

 
 

 

Learn and rehears a 
piece of music.  
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