
 What can we learn from the past? 

Key Vocabulary 
Pesach The festival of the Passover – when the 

Angel of death passed over all the first-
born sons of the Jews but killed all the 
first-born sons of the Egyptian people as 
the final plague to convince the pharaoh 
to release them. 

Holocaust Destruction or slaughter on a mass scale 
e.g. the slaughter of Jews during WW2 

Shoah Great catastrophe – The word the Jews 
prefer to use instead of the word 
holocaust. 

Exodus Leaving. 
Seder Jewish ritual service and ceremonial 

dinner for the first night or first two nights 
of Passover. 

Haggadah he text recited at the Seder on the first 
two nights of the Jewish Passover, 
including a narrative of the Exodus. 

Dayenu A song sung during Pesach. 
Persecution hostility and ill-treatment, especially 

because of race or political or religious 
beliefs; 

Prejudice Disliking someone just because of an 
aspect of their character e.g. religion. 

Nazis A political group who were in power in 
Germany during the 1930-1940s and who 
persecuted the Jews because of their 
religion 

 

What can we learn from the past? Date 
I can retell the story of Passover and explain what 
happened to the Jews in Egypt. 

 

I can explain why it is important to Jews that they relive 
the Passover by eating the seder meal together every year. 

 

I can explain what the different parts of the seder meal 
symbolise and why each part is important. 

 

I can talk about ways that the Jews were persecuted by the 
Nazis and the impact this had on their lives. 

 

I can explain how this persecution would have made Jews 
feel and how it may have affected their belief in God. 

 

I can suggest reasons why some people chose to help the 
Jews despite the risks. 

 

I can explain how remembering the Shoah can help Jews 
feel closer to God. 

 

I can talk about how people’s beliefs can help them 
challenge prejudice and stop persecution. 

 

 

 
 

 


