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Rationale  

Writing is a primary means of expression, both for personal cognitive purposes 

and for effectively communicating with others.  To communicate effectively 

through the medium of writing there must also be an emphasis upon 

developing children’s speaking and listening skills and from this deepen their 

understanding of composition, grammar, and word use to effectively relay the 

message they wish to convey.  

Our Ethos 

The following statements are central to our approach and belief in how we 

teach children to communicate effectively through the medium of print: 

 Speaking and listening with confidence are significant factors in 

developing effective writing.  

 Social construction of knowledge and understanding plays a vital part in 

the understanding of text creation (fiction and non-fiction). 

 Reading and writing are closely connected and mutually supportive of 

each other’s developmental understanding.  

 Writing is a craft that is best understood through the child engaging with 

writing across a range of experiences.  

 Writing is best framed within recognisable text types or genres.  

 Writing tasks should be prepared preliminary through talk and 

interaction with peers and teachers.  



 Teachers should use high quality modelling for all children to ensure 

they deepen their understanding of effective writing for purpose.  

 All writing should have a clear purpose that is understood by the 

children.  

 Children should be given opportunities to collaborate with their peers to 

both compose and revise their writing.  

 Opportunities for reflection and improvement should be given and this 

should lead to children taking opportunities to assess their own writing 

and areas they may need to improve.  

 All opportunities to teach grammar in relation to texts and across the 

curriculum should be taken in order to reinforce these key transferable 

skills and knowledge.  

 Transcription (i.e. handwriting, punctuation, and spelling) is an 

important part of the children’s gaining a deep understanding of the 

writing process and these should be planned for and taught in discrete 

sessions if required.  

 ICT (including the interactive whiteboard) can be a very effective 

stimulus to engaging all children within the writing process and 

deepening their understanding.  

Curriculum Provision: 

The school will implement the National Curriculum 2014 to ensure that all 

children are progressing and achieving in line with national expectations.  The 

curriculum will be monitored by the Writing Lead to ensure that the curriculum 

is being used effectively to provide challenge, stimulation and excitement to 

improve the quality of writing across the school.  

The whole curriculum offers teachers an opportunity to teach writing skills 

across other subjects and this should be used effectively to do this.   This 

should be done on a regular basis with at least two extended writing 

opportunities per half term given in the liberal arts and science subjects.  

 



Teaching and Learning: 

Writing is a complex process involving the understanding of many aspects of 

language.  Pupils use previous and current knowledge to make decisions at 

various stages of the writing process.  This knowledge governs their choices 

about structure, organisational features, grammar and sentence construction, 

vocabulary and transcription.  It is our purpose through effective teaching to 

ensure that children have the relevant knowledge to make these decisions 

confidently and securely.  

Teaches should establish a clear purpose for the writing; they should establish 

the audience the children will be writing for; they should make clear the 

outcomes for each block of writing and for each individual lesson that is 

planned to contribute toward that outcome and clearly show the links 

between past and present learning while also indicating future learning.  

Teachers should make clear the particular text type/genre that the block will 

focus on, they should give clear examples of high quality writing and poorer 

quality writing in that text type/genre – children should be given opportunities 

to analyse the differences they can identify between these pieces of writing 

regularly across the block of work.  Teachers should have rubrics that show the 

key features of the text type/genre that they and the children can refer to if 

required across the block of work 

Children should be taught in whole class sessions using a range of pedagogical 

techniques – i.e. modelling, direct teaching, effective questioning, shared 

writing, and social construction.   There should be clear enthusiasm shown by 

the teachers and effective use of partner talk and social construction.  

Children should be allowed to experience the editing and improving of their 

learning.  This should be done on a regular basis across the block of work.  A 

typical block of work could follow the sequence below (this is merely a rough 

model and should not be followed indiscriminately as teachers must use their 

professional judgement in ensuring the children make progress): 

Phase One: Introduction to text, grammar, features, technical, features, rubric, 

opening, closing, editing,  

Phase Two: first draft, edit for particular features, grammar, improving,  



Phase Three: second draft, grammar, improving and editing for particular 

features, final draft.   

Strategies that can be used across the block (all phases): 

Role-play; hot seating; joint writing; group writing; shared writing; guided 

writing; modelling; editing; peer editing and shared editing.   

Across each block we will strive to support our children by: 

 Providing frequent opportunities to write.  

 Provide contexts and purposes for writing.  

 Provide regular high quality demonstrations of writing.  

 Model, draft, edit and discuss many aspects of writing.  

 Provide opportunities to reflect on the writing produced and time for 

editing and improvement both individually and with peers.  

 Diagnostically feedback to children providing them with improvement 

prompts and targets.  

 Give instant feedback throughout the lesson to the whole class, groups 

and individuals.  

 Encourage children to take responsibility for their own writing.  

 Set high expectations of our children’s writing.  

 Surround the children in a print rich environment that can support their 

writing and one, which they have helped create.  

 Will use high quality texts to strengthen the link between reading and 

writing.  

 

 

 

 



Continuity and Progression across the school: 

Early years Foundation Stage: 

In the Early Years children should be encouraged to attempt their own 

emergent writing and over time learn correct letter formation and attempt to 

write simple words and sentences independently.  

A wide variety of opportunities for children to engage with writing should be 

given.  These could include: 

 Shared writing  

 Role play area 

 Labels 

 Recipes  

 Mark making books  

 Over time writing books 

 Outside links to writing  

 Modelling writing 

 Group writing  

 Shared writing  

 Motor skills groups.  

Over time the children should begin to understand the relationship between 

mark making, symbol creation and the meaning that they have to others.  

Key Stage One: 

At key stage one pupil should be increasingly competent as writers (the  

National Curriculum sets down clear standards the children should have 

reached by the end of year one and year two). Purposes, audiences and 

appropriate forms are identified and, through shared writing, modelled 



writing, guided writing and social construction the pupils will plan, develop and 

review their ideas with increasing confidence and ability.  

They should experience writing stories of different types, focus on particular 

types of writing (e.g. creating a character profile, creating dialogue, creating 

settings, planning events, understanding structure of different writing and its 

technical requirements, poetry, play scripts, fiction, non-fiction) and how best 

to produce these with clear insight and purpose.  

Key Stage Two: 

At key stage two children should experience different forms of writing for a 

variety of audiences. They deepen their understanding of the different 

purposes for writing and the features of this writing (e.g. imagine and explore 

feelings, inform and explain, persuade, fiction and non-fiction).  They deepen 

their understanding of planning, reviewing, improving, discussing and self/peer 

evaluation.  

The links between reading and writing (fiction and non-fiction) are used 

effectively by teachers to deepen children’s understanding of writing by 

allowing them to make decisions concerning composition, grammar, and 

language and vocabulary choice in their writing.  

Inclusion: 

Individual writing programmes for the teaching of learning should be drawn up 

as appropriate by the teacher in consultation with the SENCo. The use of 

individual targets for children with specific needs may be appropriate and 

these should be monitored closely and others chosen when they have been 

achieved.   

Teachers should plan appropriate for the higher achieving children and they 

should be offered challenge through creating more complex outcomes that 

incorporate and synthesise a range of skills, knowledge and understanding.  

All children should be challenged within their daily lessons and teachers must 

carefully plan and implement a range of strategies and tasks to ensure that this 

is happening.  

 



Spiritual, Moral, social and cultural development: 

 Through writing, children can be given a range of activities that develop their 

sense of awe and understanding of the modern world.  Writing can also be 

used to allow children to gain a deeper understanding of moral, social and 

cultural norms that would be found in modern Britain. Teachers should use 

both literacy and cross curricular sessions to give children this opportunity – 

i.e. through careful selection of texts, open discussion concerning the 

texts,children’s writing about the text.   

 

Assessment, Recording and planning: 

On-going assessment should be used to inform planning and provision for all 

children.  Using the key national curriculum indicators and genres the school 

wish to be covered, teachers should monitor carefully and record children that 

have achieved the outcome for that block of work in relation to national 

curriculum standards.   

Planning for each term for literacy should be completed by the deadline set by 

the writing lead and returned to him/her and the head teacher.  Weekly 

planning should be completed by Friday at 5pm and uploaded.   

Extended writing opportunities being used across other areas of the curriculum 

should be highlighted in cross-curricular medium term planning.  These 

extended writing pieces should vary and should not be consistently the same 

area – i.e. we should not highlight writing a report in science every half term as 

an opportunity for extended writing.  We should highlight using a range of 

genres across the curriculum for extended writing – poems in science, 

evaluation or biography in art, letter in geography, advertisement in history; 

this list is not extensive and there are many other opportunities that we as 

teachers can take across the curriculum.  

 

Chair of Curriculum Committee:  ……………………………………….. 

Head Teacher:     ………………………………………… 



 

Autumn 2020  

Review Autumn 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


