
 

 Skills Progression Grid  

 Year One  Year Two  Year Three  Year Four  Year five  Year Six  

Science   Recognise 
simple 
questions and 
understand 
they can be 
answered in 
different ways 

 Make simple 
observations   

 Use simple 
equipment to 
investigate a 
hypothesis  

 Use simple units 
of 
measurement  

 Identify and 
classify  

 Carry out simple 
investigations  

 Draw 
conclusions  

 Use 
observations to 
highlight 
questions to 
answer.  

 Gather record 
and present 
data to answer 
a question.  

 Use scientific 
vocabulary 

 Ask simple 
questions and 
understand they 
can be answered 
in different ways.  

 Observe closely  

 Use simple 
equipment to 
investigate 
effectively.  

 Use more 
standard units of 
measurement.  

 Carry out 
investigations to 
answer specific 
scientific 
questions.  

 Identify and 
classify  

 Use observations 
to suggest 
approaches to 
answer specific 
questions.  

 Use observation 
to suggest 
answers to 
questions.  

 Gather, record, 
present and 
share data to 
support 

 Ask relevant questions in relation to 
scientific knowledge and obtaining 
information.  

 Use different scientific approaches to 
enquire and answering questions.  

 Make careful and systematic observations 
and record findings.  

 Use simple tables to record information.  

 Take accurate measurements using standard 
units.  

 Use a range of equipment to obtain 
measures (e.g. thermometer, data logger) 

 Set up simple and comparative fair tests.  

 Gather, record, classify and present data in a 
variety of ways to support questions 
answers.  

 Record findings in a variety of ways – tables, 
diagrams, keys, bar charts and drawings.  

 Use scientific vocabulary correctly and 
accurately.  

 Spell scientific vocabulary correctly.  

 Use results from investigations to draw clear 
conclusions.  

 To use results from investigations to make 
predictions  

 To use results from investigations to suggest 
future improvements in the investigation.  

 Identify patterns, similarities and differences 
related to scientific ideas.  

 Use scientific evidence to support findings 
and conclusions.  

 Begin to look for naturally occurring patterns 
and relationships.  

 Plan and carry out different scientific 
enquires to answer clear scientific 
questions.  

 Recognise and controlling variables 
in relation to scientific enquires.  

 Take more precise and accurate 
measurements using scientific 
equipment recognising when second 
or more reading may be appropriate 
to the line of enquiry.  

 Record data and results of increasing 
complexity using tables, 
classification keys, diagrams, line 
graphs and scatter graphs where 
appropriate.  

 Use test results to make predications 
and set up further fair tests to 
continue the line of enquiry.  

 Record and report findings for lines 
of enquiry including: 

 Conclusions 

 Causal relationships 

 Degree of trust  

 Validity of investigation 
             in written or oral form including   
             displays and presentations.  

 Recognise that scientific ideas 
change and develop over time.  

 Explore and talk about their 
scientific ideas.  

 Ask their own questions about 
scientific phenomena  

 Systematically analyse scientific 



correctly  

 Begin to notice 
patterns and 
relationships  

answering a 
scientific 
question.  

 Use correct 
scientific 
vocabulary 
related to topics 
and knowledge 
accumulation.  

 Begin to spell 
scientific 
vocabulary 
correctly.  

 Identify simple 
patterns and 
relationships.  

 Use simple 
patterns and 
relationships to 
suggest potential 
questions or 
answers.  

 Recognise when secondary sources may 
supply information that will help solve 
scientific questions.  

 Recognise when practice testing will not 
relay information in relation to scientific 
question being asked.  

relationships and interactions 

  Recognise that scientific ideas 
change and develop over time.  

 Draw clear conclusions based on 
observation and data  

 Use evidence and their scientific 
knowledge to explain their findings 
and justify their ideas.  

 Use scientific vocabulary correctly 
both orally and in writing.  

History   Understand 
difference 
between past 
and present 

 Describe things 
that have 
happened to 
them and other 
people in the 
past. 

 Order a set of 
events 

 Use timelines to 
relate events 

 Begin to use 
historical 

 Use historical 
language (past 
and present) 
when speaking or 
writing about the 
past.  

 Identify how 
things change 
over time.  

 Place things in 
chronological 
order using 
different scales 
including 
timelines 

 Use a range of 

 Use evidence 
to support 
views about 
the past.  

 Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to 
support 
viewpoints 
about the 
past.  

 Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to 

 Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary sources 
(including external 
visits) to gather 
evidence to deduce 
and support 
viewpoints about 
life in the past.  

  To use evidence 
from the past to 
ask questions 
about peoples 
actions and how 
they lived.  

 Use evidence to 

 Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary 
sources 
(including 
external visits) 
to gather 
evidence to 
deduce and 
support 
viewpoints 
about life in 
the past.  

 To use 
evidence from 
the past to ask 

 Use a 
range of 
primary 
and 
secondary 
sources 
(including 
external 
visits) to 
gather 
evidence to 
deduce and 
support 
viewpoints 
about life 
in the past.  



vocabulary such 
as before, long 
ago, etc.  

 Use a range of 
sources 
(primary and 
secondary) to 
look at the past.  

 Use artefacts to 
analyse the 
past. 

 Start to classify 
in a historical 
context. 

 Talk, write and 
draw things 
from the past.  

 Identify 
different ways 
in which the 
past is 
represented.  

 Examine and 
ask questions 
about the past.  

 Begin to 
understand why 
people acted 
the way they 
did in the past.  

primary and 
secondary 
sources 
(including off-site 
visits) to find out 
about the past.  

 Communicate 
ideas effectively 
using writing, 
speaking and ICT 

 Use information 
sources to begin 
to describe the 
past.  

 Describe 
differences 
between the 
present and the 
past 

 Use evidence to 
support views 
about why 
people behaved 
the way they did 
in the past.  

 Recall important 
events from the 
period studied.  

 Identify different 
ways in which the 
past is 
represented.  

 Use information 
to ask and 
answer questions 
about the past.  

  

gather 
evidence to 
support 
viewpoints 
about the 
past.  

 Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary 
sources 
(including off 
site visits) to 
ask and 
answer 
historical 
questions.  

 Use a timeline 
that ranges 
across pre, 
ancient, 
medieval and 
modern 
history.  

 Place events in 
chronological 
order 
supporting 
views with 
evidence.  

 Place key 
events and 
figures of 
period being 
studied in 
chronological 
order.  

 Begin to 
identify inter-

support 
chronological 
choices on a 
timeline. .  

 Use evidence to 
describe the main 
changes and 
impactful 
individuals during 
the period studied.  

 Use knowledge and 
skills to evaluate 
different views 
about historical 
events and periods.  

 Use evidence to 
show historical 
links in peoples 
actions and views 
during period 
studied.  

 Begin to 
understand history 
incorporates social, 
cultural, political 
and economic 
influences upon 
society and 
individuals.  

 Effectively 
communicate 
views using 
subject/topic 
specific language 
through oral 
retelling, writing 
and ICT.  

questions 
about peoples 
actions and 
how they lived 

 Use evidence 
to place 
periods of 
historical 
study in 
chronological 
order.  

 Research and 
find evidence 
to show 
changes 
across period 
of time.  

 Use 
knowledge, 
skills and 
understanding 
of bias to 
evaluate 
different 
views about 
historical 
periods and 
events.  

 Use evidence 
from historical 
study to show 
why views 
differ about 
periods and 
individuals.  

 Use 
understanding 
of political, 

 To use 
evidence 
from the 
past to ask 
questions 
about 
peoples 
actions and 
how they 
lived 

 Choose 
reliable 
sources of 
evidence to 
build 
viewpoint’s 
about 
historic 
events and 
actors.  

 Research 
evidential 
sources to 
answer 
own lines 
of 
historical 
enquiry.  

 Be able to 
find 
evidence 
that shows 
inter-
connection
s between 
the past 
and the 
present.  



related events 
in historical 
contexts.  

 Use 
knowledge of 
different views 
to help form 
their own.  

 Effectively 
communicate 
using 
subject/topic 
specific 
language 
through the 
medians of 
oracy, writing 
and ICT.  

social and 
economic 
history as 
different but 
inter-
connected 
spheres of 
study.  

 Use aspects of 
political, social 
and economic 
history to 
explain 
individual and 
group actions 
in society or 
timeframe 
studied.  

 Effectively 
communicate 
views using 
subject/topic 
specific 
language 
through oral 
retelling, 
writing and 
ICT. 

 Use 
evidence to 
show 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
periods 
studied.  

 Order 
significant 
events and 
actors on a 
timeline 
using 
evidence to 
support 
viewpoint’s  

 Identify 
changes 
within and 
across time 
periods 
studied.  

 Collate 
evidence to 
show that 
different 
events 
occurred 
simultaneo
usly across 
different 
regions of 
the world 
(i.e. 
Ancient 
Egypt and 



The 
Mayans) 

 Evaluate 
evidence to 
find most 
reliable 
forms.  

 Know that 
both 
primary 
and 
secondary 
sources can 
have a bias 
within 
them.  

 Use 
evidence to 
explain 
why views 
about 
historical 
events and 
actors can 
differ.  

 Effectively 
communica
te views 
using 
subject/ 
topic 
specific 
language 
through 
oral 
retelling, 
writing and 
ICT. 



Geography   Ask geographical questions  

 Observe and record geographical features  

 Give views on geographical features (i.e. 
people, places, environments, weather) 

 Communicate geographical knowledge 
through different reportage (i.e. tables, 
drawings, maps, reports) 

 Use geographic vocabulary 

 Use globes, maps and plans in  a range of 
scales.  

 Use secondary sources of information to 
find geographical information.  

 Draw simple maps and plans to represent 
geographical features.  

 Use simple compass directions 

 Use directional language  

 Use plan features to record geographical 
information  

 Use geographical language to describe 
human and physical features (cliff, coast, 
sea, town, city, village, weather, cold, 
climate) 

 Use knowledge to identify simple patterns 
(i.e. seasonal change) 

 Use and create simple keys for maps.  

 Use simple map keys to find information 

 Ask geographical questions  

 Observe and record geographical features  

 Give views on geographical features (i.e. 
people, places, environments, weather) 

 Communicate geographical knowledge 
through different reportage (i.e. tables, 
drawings, maps, reports) 

 Use geographic vocabulary 

 Use globes, maps and plans in  a range of 
scales.  

 Use secondary sources of information to find 
geographical information.  

 Draw simple maps and plans to represent 
geographical features.  

 Use computer mapping technology 

 Use eight points of the compass 

 Use four and sig figure grid references 

 Use map keys to build knowledge and 
understanding  

 Create maps with own keys  

 Sketch maps, plans and graphs to present 
geographical data 

 Use maps, plans, graphs and computer 
technology to present geographical 
recordings and measures.  

 Use geographic vocabulary related to 
physical geography in written and oral form 
to present findings about area studied.  

 Use geographic vocabulary related to human 
geography in written and oral form to 
present findings about area of study.  

 To use knowledge of physical and human 
geography to draw conclusions  

 To use knowledge about human and physical 
geography to ask subject specific questions 
related to topic.  

 Use knowledge of human and physical 
geography to investigate geographical areas.  

 Ask geographical questions  

 Observe, collect and record 
geographical evidence.  

 Analyse evidence and draw 
conclusions from the evidence.  

 Identify and explain the different 
views that people have on 
geographical issues.  

 Use evidence from two viewpoints 
to draw their own conclusions.  

 Communicate effectively using 
geographical concepts, aids and 
vocabulary.  

 Use atlas, maps and plans in a range 
of scales.  

 Use secondary sources to garner 
information concerning a 
geographical topic.  

 Draw plans and maps in a range of 
scales.  

 Use geographical information to 
make decisions.  

 Use the eight points of the compass.  

 Use four figure grid references.  

 Effectively use keys and symbols to 
increase geographical information 
and understanding.  

 Observe and record physical, 
human, social and economic 
geographical features.  

  



Art   Evaluate creative works using the technical 
language of Art and Design.  

 In drawing 
- Record and explore from observations 
- Identify starting points and share and 

develop their ideas.  
- Think critically and about their own and 

others art and design work.  
- Develop constructive criticism for their 

own and others art and design work.  
- Use lines, shapes, tone, pattern and 

texture in art and design work.  

 In digital media 
- Explore and record visual 

representations of art and design 
including using a simple graphics 
package.  

- Experiment with different forms of 
media  

 In Sculpture and design 
- Manipulate materials in a variety of 

ways through exploration of collage and 
sculpture and construction and joining.  

 In painting: 

 Use a variety of brushes 

 Mix and match colours including mixing 
primary colours 

 Work in  a range of scales  

 In Printing: 

 Print with a range of materials  

 Build and design repeating patterns 

 Create simple printing blocks 

 Experiment with a range of colours  

 In Textiles: 

 Use knowledge to choose fabrics based 
on texture, colour and shape.  

 Cut and shape fabric including simple 
weaving techniques.  

 Evaluate creative works using the technical 
language of Art and Design.  

 In drawing 
- Use sketchbooks more consistently to 

record and explore observations related 
to a topic.  

- Question and evaluate starting points 
through careful thought and 
observation.  

- Record and annotate sketchbooks with 
evaluations, improvements and next 
steps in art and design outcome.  

- Draw for sustained period of time.  
- Experiment with marks and lines with a 

large range of implements.  
- Use wide range of pencils to experiment 

with tone.  
- Create different textures and pattern 

through using wide range of 
implements.  

 In Sculpture and design: 
- Plan, design and make models from 

observation 
- Use a range of malleable materials to 

construct artistic representations 

 In digital media 
- Explore record, collect and store visual    
       images using a range of equipment   
       including graphics packages.  
- Present recorded visual images.  

 In painting: 
- Experiment with different effects and 

textures including adding depth and 
distance  

- Use tints and shades  
- Mix primary and secondary colours  
- Use appropriate language in relation to 

mixing colours.  

 Evaluate creative works using the 
technical language of Art and 
Design.  

 In drawing 
- Use sketchbooks to record 

observations that can be used as 
starting points in art and design 
creativity 

- Critically evaluate own creation 
and annotate for improvement 
through thoughtful observation 
and comparison.  

- Over a sustained period of time 
draw independently created, 
detailed images in relation to art 
and design.  

- Use different forms of media to 
create marks and lines with 
artistic intent.  

- Use different forms of media to 
incorporate pattern and texture 
with artistic intent.  

- Develop tonal contrast in 
drawing  

- Begin to develop concepts of 
focal points, perspective, scale 
and proportion in their drawing. 

 In Sculpture and design: 
- Prepare for sculpture through 

planning and drawing  
- Use a range of malleable  

materials to construct artistic 
representations from 
observation and imagination.  

 In digital media 
- Explore record, collect and store 

visual    
       images using a range of    



 Improve aesthetic appearance through 
use of accessories for fabrics 

 In collage: 

 Collect group and sort materials to 
create images from a range of materials.  

 Use simple joins, overlaps and tears to 
construct collage representing an artistic 
expression.  

 In Printing: 
- Create repeated patterns  
- Print with colour overlays  

 In Textiles: 
- Use a variety of different techniques to 

create different textural effects.  
- Develop skills in cutting, stitching and 

joining.  

 In collage: 
- Use collage as a means of collecting 

ideas and building a visual picture of 
artistic meaning.  

 

equipment including graphics 
packages.  
- Present recorded visual images.  
- Use sketchbooks to plan and 

prepare digital representations 
of artistic intent.  

 In painting: 
- Experiment with motifs and 

overprinting 

 In Textiles: 
- Experiment with a layers of 

material to create textures, 
layers and colours.  

 In collage: 
- Use a range of media and 

incorporate colours and textures 
when creating an outcome with 
artistic intent.  

DT  Work within a range of contexts to develop 
ideas and create products.  

 Know who and for what the product they 
are creating is to be used.  

 Describe how their products and their 
usage.  

 Use simple design criteria to enable the 
creation of a product.  

 Use technical vocabulary related to the 
product.  

 Use a range of materials, components and 
templates to create a product.  

 Evaluate and improve their products using 
simple criteria.  

 Evaluate different products and their 
materials for effective use.  

 Make use of effective planning to select 
materials, tools and equipment to create an 
appropriate product.  

 Measure, mark out, cut, shape, assemble, 

 Work confidently within a range of products 
to develop ideas and create a product.  

 Describe the purpose of their product and 
clearly explain features of their product that 
will appeal to users.  

 Develop and add to design criteria.  

 Investigate needs and want to make product 
suitable for user market.  

 Share ideas through discussion and develop 
prototypes to be evaluated and improved.  

 Uses sketches, diagrams and annotations to 
develop their ideas concerning the product.  

 Make design decisions related to availability 
of resources.  

 Identify strengths and areas for 
development in their own, and others 
designs and products.  

 Make use of effective planning to select 
materials, tools and equipment to create an 
appropriate product.  

 Work confidently within a range of 
products to develop ideas and 
create a product.  

 Describe the purpose of their 
product and clearly explain features 
of their product that will appeal to 
users.  

 Investigate needs and want to make 
product suitable for user market.  

 Carry out research of the product 
market using a range of tools 
(questionnaires, surveys, internet, 
etc) to establish needs and 
demands.  

 Identify simple design specification 
that will meet the wants of the 
market demands.  

 Share ideas through discussion and 
develop prototypes to be evaluated 
and improved.  



and construct products using simple use 
criteria.   

 Recognise key food groups and how to use 
them to plan healthy meals and snacks.  

 Prepare simple food stuffs hygienically 
without a hear source.  

 Explain clearly the choice of tools and 
materials and how they are suited to the 
product.  

 Make clear choices in relation to 
components and explain their choice using 
appropriate vocabulary.  

 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of their’s and 
others products.  

 Report chronologically of the steps taken to 
create their product and the decision made 
in relation to the steps.  

 Use and create mechanisms that have 
increasing complexity across the key stage.  

 Evaluate both functional and aesthetic value 
to assess which is more important in the 
product.  

 Evaluate if electrical circuits are required 
within the product.  

 Evaluate the best electrical circuit to use 
with the product if required.  

 To evaluate and use different materials, 
mechanisms and technology to create 
functional products.  

 To assess, evaluate and implement choices 
of structure in relation to the functional 
products construction.  

 Prepare healthy foods hygienically using a 
range of techniques such as cutting, dicing, 
chopping, etc.  

 Critically evaluate the views of 
others (peers, customers) to 
improve their product.  

 Evaluate the design, manufacture 
and fitness for purpose of their 
product.  

 Investigate a range of products for 
their effectiveness, fitness for 
purpose; match needs and wants; 
sustainability and innovation;. 

 Select tools and equipment and 
explain how they are related to the 
techniques or skills used.  

 Select and explain their choice of 
materials in relation to the design 
criteria and how they are best suited 
to the purpose of the product.  

 Plan effectively to ensure forward 
thought of tools, materials and the 
chronological order of the 
construction of the product.  

 Accurately measure, mark out, cut, 
assembly and construct products 
suited to their functional intention.  

 Use art and design techniques to 
improve the aesthetic value of the 
product.  

 Evaluate the materials and their 
properties to identify best materials 
for the functionality of the product. 

 Use mechanical and electrical inputs 
in the design of purposeful products.  

 Use correct technical vocabulary in 
oral and written discourse 
concerning their’s and others 
products.  

  Preparation of foodstuffs in relation 
to a healthy option and the use of a 



hear source if appropriate 

 To use a range of techniques in 
relation to food preparation. 

 To use safety guidance in all aspects 
of product preparation from using 
tools to preparing foodstuffs.   

 


